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$100m new .contra aid 


fASflNGlW (R)—Preaident Rapid Reagan wS ak die US. 
Qarg re mtopioviterorocSlQOnHlfionianewaHtofocKb el ftfig fri ln g foo 
JBeMgqai gownancot, deapte Attain ana sandal, Aden! Budget 
Dfeecaor James MSer saU Friday. “We wil not abandon the comm,** 
Jifr- wBer.aaid m a tekmaon ntoviBR whenariced if aid to die idxk 
madabe CTM to d bydie wninrid h wtegila' dwdB BoC | B tM di fa t 
McreUns88dectolmtodieeootz8a.Con«resappco^$100mffion(rf 
aiJ to thc rebels last year and Mr. frffler wB: ^We wffl be a*nc for 
aMnfi miq g in to t mge foil year.” Roth homes rf Gam cn and a 
court-appointed apedatawcdmlpr «e hnn dun g probes of US. arms 
; sales to ban and fedhrenkinofpioceed» to die contras. Mr . Ri-wgan a tn 
■ send his 1988 finaocidyearbacuctto Owns on Monday, staring the 
proem of negotiations wife fie l e gatere branch on g — 
sending. The New Yozk Timet newspaper, citing «nftfanht 

■oocoments, reported Friday that Mr. Reagan wonld propose an owerafl 

bndgetofSl I u243b0Eon,«idi a deficit oTS107^biffiQn. ' 
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Israelis close A1 Najah University 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies)— The Israeli army on Friday 
ordered a one-week closure of the largest Palestinian university in die 
; j West Bank, a mffitazy s po ke - t wo ma n said. The dasure of A1 


Najah University of ffeMiis was ordered because of information about 
plained studentprotests, foacITetevaon reported. At the same time the 
occ u pa ti on authorities allowed die re-opening of Biracit University pear 
Ranaflah which was closed Dec. 8 after several days of student dashes 
with Israeli troops. On Thursday, Israeli troops fired rubber bullets at 
Palestinian protmtere duzxtg dames marking the 22nd anruveraary erf the 
founding of die mainstream Fateh branch of the FLO. An Israeli 
spokeswoman said soldiers also clamped a curfew on the Balata refugee 
.camp after shooting to disperse hundreds of stone-throwing Palestinians. 
There were no reported injuries. Pro testers also stoned troops in Nablus, 
and soldiers btaxed-off Ai Najah University, said the Palestine Pres 
Service. o 
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Jordan, Egypt to 
begin work on 
power connection 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
from the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources will leave for 
Cairo ht . mid-January to start 
implementing a pro ject to connect 
the national power grids of Jordan 
andEgypt, Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hsham Al 
Kbgtib announced Friday. Dr. 
JChatib said a memos of 
' understanding had already been 
■ signed between Jordan and Egypt 
for the power connection forougfi 
a high voltage network. The 
network will stretch from Cairo to 
Sinai via the Gulf of Aqaba until 
the Aqaba Thermal Power Station 
(AT PS), he said. 

Stock market 
registrars increase 


AMMAN (J.T.)— The volume of 
trade at die Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) registered an 
increase of 15.7 per cent in 1986 
compared to 1985 , AMF Director 
General Hashem Al Sabbagh 
announced Friday. Mr. Sabbagh 
added that the number of shares 
traded in 1985 increased by 312 
per cent over the corresponding 
figure for 1985. 

Dome of the Rock 
project announced 

*: 

AMMAN (J.T.)— The committee 
for reconstructing the Dome of 
the Rock will shortly start 
implementation of a JD2m3fico 
project for the restoration of foe 
holy site.. Mr. Ra’ef Nijem/ 
member- oL the. , 

Inqriementation 
would take three years and that 
four* international tended would, 
be floated for die project. Be said 
the government bad donated JD 
1475,000 for the project while 
the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce donated JD 150,000. 

Garang calls for 
peaceful solution 

NAIROBI (R>— Sudanese rebel 

i leader John Garang sail m a 

7 broadcast Friday his Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) wanted a peaceful 
solution of the duee-yesr dvfl war 
in his country. “We are still 
committed to peace— we do not 
choose war bat it is imposed on us 
by the beflmeient attitude of the 
yyfarmn nJere who have for the 
last 30 years refused to fisten to 
the Voices of reason” he said m a 
hew year message on Radio 
SPLA, monitored m Nairobi 

ETA bombings feared 
in Spanish resorts 

- MADRID (R) — Basque 

* separatists setoff (wo small bombs 
in a siding hotel near Madrid on 
Friday and government officials 
said they feared more attacks in 
the jptexnQas’ campaign against 
Spanish waiter sports resorts. The 
attack on the Vehta Arias hotel m 
Navacerrada. 60 kflometres north 
of Madrid, followed a blast on 
Monday at a hotel in die Catalan 
ski resort at Baqueira-Beret, 
where King Aran Cados and his 
family are “on holiday. 
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Saudi crown prince strikes 
positive note over settling 
‘superficial’ Arab rifts 

Abdullah, sees ‘some Arabs’ colluding 
with Israel in Lebanon’s ‘camps war 5 


RABAT (Agencies) — Saudi Arabia’s 
Grown Prince Abdullah Dm Abdul Aziz 
struck a positive note on Friday over settling 
Inter-Arab differences which he described as 
superficial. 



Prince Abdullah, ending- an 
official three-day visit to 
Morocco, said he was not 
pessimistic about the Arab world’s 
apparent disunity and disarray 
and noted as a positive element 
“the end of the headlong race 
towards ma ter ialism and the 
blessed return to traditional 
values.” 

“What we are witnessing within 
the Arab Nation are just 
superficial differences which 
appear each time there is a return 
to traditional values, a revival of a 
nation ” Prince Abdallah told the 
Moroccan News Agency (MAP). 

“The present dif fe rences are 
.thus ' margmal differences since 
there is not one smgle essential 
issue over which there is no 
converging views among Arab 
heads of state. The objectives axe 
rather the same,” be said. 


However, Prince Abdullah also 
m ggwted that some Arabs could 
be colluding with Israel in foe 
three-month “camps wax” in 
Lebanon. 

He said die Palestinian cause 
was more an issue of national 
identity than a territorial question. 

“ifsome believe that recovering 
territories implies the 
extermmatkm of die Palestinian 
people, then one has to admit that 

it is not only an approach which 
meets Israel's objectives, but 
rather the result erf an accord,” he 
said: 

“Otherwise ■ how can you 
explain the coincidence of Israel’s 
land and air attacks agains t 

PaWwi an irarppg and the qhHirng 

of these same camps in Beirut and 
Rashidiyeh.” 

■ Prince Abdullah said be 
wondered: “Is this- the result at 


converging -aims or an 
agreement?” 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) has accused 
Syna of direct involvement with 
the Shfite Amal m the 

fighting around Palestinian 
camps. 

« prmce who was due to meet 
King Hassan later Friday, said foe 
Saudi-Morocco relationship had 
reached the stage of a 
“community of views and 

mmmaninn of ideas and feelings, 
the stage of cooperation and 
solidarity in happy and unhappy 
events.” 

He deplored the continuation of 
the Iran-Iiaq war and said Saudi 
Arabia would make all efforts to 
strengthen Islamic solidarity 
ahead of foe Mamie summit in 
Kuwait later this month. 

He said Sandi Arabia would 
implement “with fidelity and 
precision’’ the agreement reached 
by the Organisation of Petroleum 
Expo r ting Countries (OPEC) in 
Geneva last month. \ 

OPEC agreed to return to a 
fixed -price structure for oil from 
next Feb. 1, with the reference 
price fixed at S18 a barrels 


Amal-Palestinian fighting drags on 
espite truce call and bad weather 


BEIRUT (R) ~ Thunderstorms 
and calls for a ceasefire foiled to 
prevent exchanges of rocket and 
machinegun fire on Friday in 
Lebanon’s continuing “camps 
war.” 

Explosions and bursts of 
shooting were heard from Beirut's 
Shatila and Bourj Al Baiajneh 
Palestinian camps as driving ram 
and icy winds swept foe dty. 

Witnesses said heavily-armed 
Shfite Amal nriKtiamen and their 
foes were still dog in around foe. 
shell-shattered camps despite calls' 
for a new year ceasefire. 

Atleast 700 people have tied ra- 
the battle for control of five 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Beirut and South Lebanon over, 
the past three months. 

Amal chief Nabfli Bern ordered 
a trace last Monday, arid his 
announcement was backed by a 
similar call from the Palestine 
National Salvation Front (PNSF). 


But a Palestinian spokesman 
tokl Reuters: “On the ground 
there is no ceasefire and if heavy 
fighting has eased off stighdy 
today, it is because of bad 
weather.” 

Hie said three people died and 
19 were wounded over the 
previous 24 hours around the two 
Beirut shantytowns, bringing the 
nnmber of people killed since Mr. 
Bern’s trace call to 10. 

Syrian, Libyan and Iranian - 
officials have all mediated peace 
plans for the camps, but none has 
so for taken hold. 

Mr. Berri said the ceasefire be 
ha d or dere d wo uld al lo w 
emergency food and medical 
snppEes to enter foe besieged 
camp -of Rashidiyeh, near the 
southern port of Tyre. 

But both Amal and Palestinian 
sources said no supplies readied 
foe camp on Thursday. 

Amal fighters sealed off 


Rashidiyeh, which holds about 
22,000 Palestinian refugees, last 
Sept. 30. 

Palestinians there have 
reported shortages of drinking 
water as well as fresh food. Amal 
fighters have previously said the 
Palestinians must hand over their 
weapons before the siege can be 
lifted. 

Syria and its Amal ally accuse 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
of trying to tum the- camps into 
new military strongholds for his 
fighters, most of whom evacuated 
Beirut in foe wake of the 1982 
Israeli invasion. 

Mr. Arafat told the Saudi 
Arabian daily As Shatq AI Awsat 
on Thursday that 80,000 refugees 
had been driven from foe camps 
by foe fighting. He said the clashes 
were a bid to force Palestinians 
out of their homes and “to 
implement plans for a substitute 
homeland for them.” 


Manila 
rejects 2 
main rebel 
demands 

MANILA (AP) — President 
Coraaon Aqumo’s government on 
Friday rejected rebel demands for 
a transitional coalition 
government,' calling the proposal, 
“unfounded and iuogicaL” 

The government also rejected 
demands to cancel the agreement 


aflowibg US. mflftaxv bases in the 
Philippines and to integrate foe 
New People’s Ann (NPA) into 
the comfiy’s armed forces once a 
peace settlement is concluded. 

The rejection of the rebel 
demands was contamed m a letter 
to the National Democratic Front 
(NDF) released at a news 
c on ference by chief gove rn men t 
negotiator Teofisto Gmogona 
foUdwingatwo-lKra^ 

Mis. Aquino and militaiy leaders. 

The NDF and government 
negotiators agreed Dec. 23 to 
exdiange comments on their 


respective proposals by /an. 3. 
The pfon to meetagain on Jan. 6 to 
begm talks on “substantive 
issues” aimed at enefing the 
18-year-ok! insurgency. 

“This government got its 
mandate through people’s 
power” foe letter aid referring to 
the February revolt that misted 
ex- President Ferdinand E- 
Maxcos. 

“Thisgovemmailwffloontinue. 
that unfinished revolution, to 
recover from the depths of crisis 
and to take the necessary steps to 
riditthe wrongs of the past," the 
fetter sakL. - 


Rabin: Murphy 
damage caused 

TEL AVIV (Agencies)— Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabat . 
said he doubted tile planned 
Middle East visit by UJS. envoy 
Richard Murphy would achieve 
any movement in stalemated 
peace efforts in the region, Israeli 
newspapers reported Friday. 

Mr. . Rabin, addressing a 
closed -doors meeting of political 
reporters, was quoted as saymg 
next week’s shuttle by the 
assistant secretary of state was 
designed primarily to repair the 
damage caused by the American 
arms sales to Iran. 

“If there were a real chance for 
a political breakthrough, we 
would see (Secretazy or State) 
George Shultz here,” Mr. Rabin 
was quoted as saying by the 
Haaretz daily. 

Israel does not believe Mr. 
Murphy's talks in the region can 
budge peace efforts became Arab 
leaders would not make any move 
before bearing tiie dragons of the 
Islamic an mm it scheduled to 
convene in Kuwait Jan. 26, load 
Radio reported. 

The daily Al Hamishmar 
quoted unidentified Israeli 
offidalsassaymg Mr. Murphy ^ was 
ttymgto show support forEgypt’s 
Ptesxieat HosmAfiibarak,™ is 
expected to seek wider Arab 
backing at the Islamic summit for 
renewed peace efforts. 

One official said Mr. Mubarak 
was fikefy to announce a global 
Arab peace strategy, the 


la Waduogbn, Fhyffis Oakley, 
State Department deputy 
spokeswoman, said Tuesday that 
Mr. Mmpfay, assistant secretary of 
state for Near Eastern and South 


aims to repair 
by Iran deal 

Asian affairs, would visit Egypt, 
Israel and Jordan in Januany, bat 
die cautioned against expecting 
any “ dramat ic breakthrough” in 
foe Middle East peace process. 

“After consultation with 
Secretary Shultz, foe president 
decided that it woald be useful for 
Assistant Secretary Murphy to 
travel to the Middle Eak next 
month to assess the current 
situation in the region, inc luding 
where we are in the peace process, 
and to review bilateral issues in 
Egypt, Israel and Jordan,” she 

Mr. Murphy hasvisited the area 
a number of times in recent years 
to review developments in peace 
effo r t s and to discuss bilateral 
issues wife leaders in the region. 
As is normal practice, the deputy 
spokeswoman said she would not 
release dates for Mr. Morphy’s 
visit 

- She emphasised that Mr. 
Murphy wfll not be taking a new 
peace initiative with him. “The 
peace process continues to be 
important for the United States 
and m the region, although a 
formula for negotiations has not 
vet been found,” Oakley said. 
“We remain engaged m the 
process add the leaders of the 
arontriesMr. Murphy will visit are 
also stxongfe comnritied to pursue 
the seaxdi for peace.” 

“We have always said we wold 
be helpful where we could, but 
because foe issues are complex, 
we cannot realistically expect 
dramatic breakthroughs any time 
soon,” she said. “There has been 
some m ovement over foe past 
year and we feel itis importan t to 

maintain high-level ffiafrigne" . 


15 SLA 
men said 
killed in 
resistance 
attack in 
S.Lebanon 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Pro-Iranian Lebanese fighters 
attacked an outpost of the 
Israeli -backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) Friday, killing 15 
defenders, the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (IRM) said. 

It said two attackers were also 
killed when its fighters stormed a 
position manned by Israeli troops 
and the SLA in foe village of 
B a raatiii te. 

■ An Israeli army spokesman in 
Tel Aviv denied any knowledge of 
any Israeli casualties. 

SLA headquarters in the 
southern Lebanese town of 
Maijayoun said six SLA fighters 
were killed and two wounded in a 
pre-dawn attadc. 

Contacted by telephone by 
Reuters Tel Aviv bureau, an SLA 
spokesman said the r»irt t on SLA 
positions in Baraa shite, was 
carried out- by dozens of 
commandos although the 
spokesman said it was not so far 
dear to which organisation the 
attackers belonged. 

Security sources In the coastal 
city of Tyre said the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollan party was responsible. 
A Hizbollah official said 50 SLA 
men and two Hizbollah fighters 
died m the fighting at Baiaashite. 
No immediate confirmation of 
casualty figures was available. 

Baraashite lies in the 
Israeli-declared “security zone” 
some 15 kilometres norm of foe 
Israeli border. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement said its fighters “killed 
all 15 enemy elements in the 
Baraashite position, blew up an 
enemy tank and four other 
vehicles and captured an 
armoured personnel carrier.” 

“The IRM lost two 
Mnjahedeen in the operation ” 
the statement added. 

The IRM groups the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah and 
other Islamic factions who 
regularly mount operations 
against Israel and the SLA in 
South Lebanon. 

IRM fighters drove through 
several South Lebanon villages in 
an armoured personnel carrier, 
claiming they had captured it in 
the Baraashite assault. 

.The SLA-nin Voice of Hope 
radio charged that the attackers 
“infiltrated into Baraashite 
through U .N .-policed territory.” 

Spokesmen for the U.N. 
Int erim Force In Lebanon 
(UNXFIL) could not be reached 
tor comment. 

The n ine-nation 5300-strong 
UNlFlL mans a narrow buffer 
separating SLA-controlled 
territory from foe predominantly 
Shfite sector of South Lebanon. 

Reporters who visited foe score 
of the pre-dawn attadc. saw 
Hizbollah fighters in captured 
SLA positions at Baraashite. The 
guerrillas later withdrew. 

Israel says it withdrew the bulk 
of its forces from Lebanon in June. 
1985, but several hundred of its 
troops and security men bade the 
mainly Qiristian SLA in the 
bonier strip. 


51-member Greater Amman 
Municipal Council is formed 


By a Jordan Tiroes 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A newly-appointed 
member of the Greater Amman 
Municipal Council haded on 
Friday the creation of foe council 
as a positive step towards offering 
comprehensive services to 
Amman and foe neighbouring 
municipalities provided the 
council remained decentralised. 

Jaafar Toukan, an architect, 
one of the 51 members of the 
council which was formed 
Thursday, told foe Jordan Times 
that foe councits present and 
future work “will dqrend on the 
extent of decentralisation.” 

The council, whose formation 
has drawn mixed reaction from 
the concerned heads of 
municipalities which were 
grouped under foe new council, 
will help in implementing 
development projects in foe 
concerned areas and will avoid 
duplicity of work, said Mr. 
Toukan. 

Mr. Toukan said he had not 
received official notification on 
when the council would hold its 
first meeting. 

The four-year term council 
groups 14 municipalities and 11 
villages around Amman , it was 
formed after Parliament endorsed 
foe necessary amendments to the 
MankapaTLaw of 1978. 

Heads of the municipalities 
which are now members of the 
new .council have opposed the' 
formation of the body saying that 
such a step would decrease foe 
municipalities’ revenues and 
would lower foe quality of public 
services as well as prolong the time 
involved in carrying out projects. 

Supporters of the council — 
n mnJ^Amrnan Mu nkgpaKty a nd 

that foe new council will alleviate, 
duplicity of work among foe 
concerned municipalities and 
Am man Municipality will unify all 
planning and services schemes. 

Endorsing the .necessary 
legislative amendments. 
Parliament cited the rapid 
population explosion bo Amman 
and spread of unplanned 
urbanisation which rendered foe 
offering of public services and 
planning for urban schemes 


difficult to achieve as foe main 
reasons that warranted the 
formation of foe Greater Amman 
Municipal Cbiucfi. 

The council will undergo two 
transitional stages before the 
process is completed. 

The first stage started with the 
formation of the 51 -seat council 
Over foe next four years foe 
Amman Municipal Council and 
member municipalities win be 
dissolved and lands wfll be allotted 
in accordance with population and 
size. . . 

The second stage entails foe 
transformation of the Amman 
Municipality area and foe new 
areas into municipalities where 
the citizens wfil elect their own 
municipal councils. Later a 
council for foe Greater Amman 
area wfll be formed including all 
foe municipalities and the heads of 
planning and services 
departments in foe government. 

The 51-seat council formed on 
Thursday includes present and 
former senior govern ment 
officials, heads of municipalities 
and villages, notables and private 
sector representatives. It is 
chaired by Amman Mayor Abdul 
Ra'ouf Al Rawabdeh. 

The other members are: Mr. 
Kamal Al Dajani, former minister 
from the Jerusalem area, Mr. 
Ismail Al Armouti, 
undersecretary at Amman 
Municipality, Dr. Mowafaq Al 
Faw az, former tourism minister, 
Mr. Ra’ef Najem, former public 
works minister, Mr. Zouhair 
Khouiy , chairman of foe Housing 
Bank, Amman Governor Touqan 
Hind aw i, the director general of 
the Telecom m-unicatio ns 
Corporation (TCC), foe director 
general of the Housing 
Corporation, the director general 
of the Land and Survey 
Department, foe director general 
of the Water Authority of Jordan, 
foe director general of foe Jordan 
Electricity Authority, the director 
general of foe Amman Police 
Department, the director general 
of me Youth Welfare Association, 
the Amman prosecutor general 
the undersecretaries at the 
ministries of education, municipal 
and rural affairs and the 
environment, planning and public 


works, Mr. Mawloud Abdul 
Kader, a former senior 
‘government employee, Mr. 
Ratteb Al Wazaui, former 
member of the Amman Municipal 
Council, Mr. Khaldoon Abu 
Hassan. engineer. Dr. 
Mohammad AI Jamal, a 
physician. Mr. Hammad Abu 
Jamous, a representative of the 
Daajeb bedouins, Mr. Hani Haj 
Hassan, member of foe Amman 
Chamber of Commerce board of 
directors, Mr. Zouhair Asfour, a 
businessman, Mr. Wasef Bisharat, 
a businessman. Dr. Mohammad 
AJ Uran, a notable from Ta filch 
Goveraorate, Mr. Mifleh Al 
Lawzi, a notable from foe Jubeiha 
area, Mr. Hussein Sobar, head of 
the Wadi Al Seer Municipal 
Council Mr. Ahmad Fayyad Al 
Assaf, bead of the Tla'a Al Ali 
municipality, Mr. Anwar Al 
Hadid, bead of the Juweideh and 
Quwaismeh municipality. Mr. Ali 
Salem Al Shihab, head of Tareq 

municipality, Mr. Abdullah Al 
Hilal, head of Umra Al Qaseer Al 
Muqablem municipality, Mr. Ali 
Qdeh Al Abbadi, a representative 
of foe Abbadi bedouins, Mr. 
Awad Farhan Al Nuairaat, head 
of Umra Al Summak municipality, 
Mr. Mahmoud Ibrahim Al 
Hbunaiti, member of foe Umm 
AJanda Municipal Council. Mr. 
Ali Abu £1 Ragheb, president of 
the Jordan Contractors 
Association, Mr. Mousa Bino, a 
representative of foe SuwaOeb 
shishan, Mr. Abduighanni Abu 
Qourah, businessman and 
contractor, Mr. Atallah Abtan Al 
Gharir. a notable from Umm Al 
Qussair and Al Muqablein 
municipality, Mr. Adel Al 
Qinneh, a representative of the 
capital's refugee camps, Mr. 
Jaafar Toukan, Mrs. Haifa Al 
Bashir, president of foe General 
Federation of Jordanian Women, 
Dr. Adam Al Abdullat, general 
practitioner. Mr. Mahmoud Al 
Sa’id, a Palestinian notable, Mr. 
Sulaiman A! Uddwan, a 
representative of the Uddwan 
bedouins, Mr. Abdul Latif Al 
Izzeh, a Palestinian notable from 
foe WSidat refugee camp. Mr. 
Bandar Al Tabbaa, a 
businessman, and Dr. Na’cl Kheir, 
a physician. 


O’Connor meets Arabs in W. Bank, 
urges Israeli leaders to change stand 


BETHLEHEM, Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies)— New York 
Roman Catholic Cardinal John 
O’Connor mixed politics and 
religion Friday, appeaUng to 
Israel's leaders to meet with him, 
talking to Palestinians about their 
rights and celebrating mass at foe 
site where Jesus was bom. 

Cardinal O'Connor urged 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
S hamir and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres to diange their 
minds about insisting 00 meeting 
with Him only in their Jerusalem 
offices. 

“I hope to meet with those 
gentlemen. I would be very 
grateful for an opportunity to 
meet with them in some situation 
in which I would not be violating 
my trust,” he told reporters m 
Jerusalem. 

Cardinal O’Connor is banned 
by Vatican protocol from meeting 
Israeli officials in Jerusalem 
because such a move would imply 
recognition of Israeli occupation 
over the Holy City. 

Pbpe John Paul II has declared 


that Jerusalem “is sacred 
patrimony” for Christians and- 
Muslims, as well as Jews, and that 
the city should be under 
international control. 

Spokesman for Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Shamir have said the two men 
would only meet with Cardinal 
O’Connor in their offices 
according to foe schedule drawn 


to scrap foe meetings under 
pressure from Rome. 

In a “gesture of respect” for 
Israel Cardinal O'Connor prayed 
for the Jewish victims of the^ “Nazi 
Holocaust” and voiced support 
for the Jewish state. 

Caidmal O'Connor, who has 
been scrupulously fair in voicing 
his support for both Israel and foe 
Palestinians since starting his tour 
of the area six days ago, met later 
in foe day with Palestinian leaders 
in foe occupied West Bank. 

”1 was very much impressed 
with his declarations. I'm greatly 
impressed with what he is saying 
about the rights of Palestinians ... 
and that Palestinians shouldn't be 


denied the sacred rights of all 
people,” Bethlehem Mayor Elias 
Fteij told AP after his private 
meeting with Caidmal O’Connor. 

Cardinal O’Connor has raised 
the issue of Palestinian rights in 
each of the three sermons he 
preached since arriving here 
Thursday from the East Bank. 

He a/so met with two other 
Palestinian mayors from foe West 
Bank. 

The cardinal on Thursday left 
Amman to cross the Jordan River 
at foe end of a five-day official 
visit to Jordan during which h? 
met with His Majesty King 
Hussein, Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai, Mmister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affair s Abdul Aziz Al 
Khayyat and senior officials and 
clergymen. 

His talks in Amman covered foe 
latest developments of the 
Palestinian problem as well as 
continued efforts towards a 
comprehensive settlement to tlie 
Middle East conflict, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra reported. 


Reagan returns to face challenges after holidays 


PALM SPRINGS, California 
(Agencies) — President Ronald 
Reagan was to end hs six-day new 
year’s holiday on Friday, 
returning to Washington to face a 
host of personal challenges and a 
major controversy over foe ban 
hi ins affair. 

While Mr. Reagan took a break 
in Cafifbmia, the White House 

foe'c^'crJS 0 secret l/s. arms 
sales to Iran and the diversion of 
profits to American-backed rebels 
m Nk 


committees of the 
Senate and House of 
Representatives, as well as a 
court-appointed special 
investigator begin their probes of 
foe affair in earnest next week. 

Mr. Reagan has appointed 
retiring .NATO Ambassador 
David Abduce to coordinate 
White House respo ns es to the 
various inquiries m the hope that 


this wfll free other staff members 
from the distraction erf foe scandal 
so that they can get on with foe 
regular business of running the 
nation. 

Through his choice of Frank 
Cariucri as his new national 
security adviser, Mr. Reagan also 
has put in place a revamped 
National Security Council (NSC). 

Mr. Cariucri. who took up his 
post Friday, succeeds - John 
Poindexter, who resigned after the 
ban scandal was revealed. 

Oliver North, the alleged 
mastermind of foe Iran-contra 
scheme, was fired from his post as 
an NSC aide on Nov. 25. 

Mr. Reagan has spent the past 
four days relaxing at the seduded 
desert estate of millionaire 
publisher Walter Annenberg 
while his aides have tried to 
convince reporters his 
administration is running 
smoothly. 


White House spokesman Larry 
Speakes said the president had 
been dome “his own yellow legal 
pad, long-hand work” on foe state 
of the union address to be 
delivered to Congress late this 
month. 

Mr. Reagan also has been 
preparing to do battle with 
Congress on foe federal budget 
which he will send to the 
legislative branch next week. 

The president also faces foe 
problem of the health of Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Director Wflfiam Chsey, who 
undemeat surgery to remove a 
malignant brain tumour two 
weeks ago. 

Published reports have said Mr. 
Casey has not regamed all brain 
functions, but foe White House 
has insisted Mr. Reagan is not 
considering replacements for him. 
Some congressmen have urged 
that Mr. Casey be fired over foe 


Iran arms scandal 

Speakes has firmly refused 
comment on the CIA director’s 
condition, saying he wasobserving 

Wfr^^eagan^ himself enters 
Befoesda naval medical centre on 
Sunday and will undergo prostate 
surgery foe following day. He will 
also be checked for recurrence of 
foe colon cancerhe experienced m 
1985. 

Speakes said foe 75-year old 
president was expected to remain 
in hospital for three or four days. 

Hagne talks adjourn 

The Los Angeles Times 
reported meanwhile that Mitchell 
E. Daniels, who clashed with 
White House Chief of Staff 
Donald T. Regan over his 
handling of the Iranian 
anns-and-hostages scandal plans 
to resign soon. 
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Home-Middle East news 


Chad troops reportedly 
storm Libyan stronghold 

Northern oasis captured from Libyans 


N’DJAMENA (ft) — A Libyan stronghold In north 
eastern Chad was captured Friday after a dawn 
attack' by government troops, reliable sources said, 
and Chad Radii} reported fighting of “incredible 
violence.” j 

■PL- ■ J In -J - Wnc nr immloiuc nnrl 


The sources said 1 President 
Hissene Habre’s Hoops had 
battled their way into the oasis 
town of Fada and hand-to-hand 
fighting now raged in some streets. 

If confirmed, the capture of 
Fada could open the way for a 
push on Faya-Largeau, Libya's 
larged base in the- northern part of 
Chad it has occupied for me past 
three years, diplomats said. 

The reported fighting at Fada, 
200 kilometres north of a major 
government base at 
Oum-Chakmba, appeared to 
signal the opening of a second 
■front in Mr. Habre’s bid to 
recapture the north. 

The Fada report came only 
hours after Chad said its troops 
had helped recapture the oasis 
town of Zouar, in the north 
western Tibesti ’Mountain range, 
after two days of heavy fighting 
again st Libyan forces which seized 
it last Sunday. 

Chadian radio broke into a 


send its troops or warplanes north 
of the 16tfa parallel which has split 
the vast, semi-desert nation into 
two since a previous Libyan 
onslaught three years ago. 

It has also warned Mr. Habre 
against hying to reconquer the 
north but the Chadian 
government acknowledged two 
days ago that its troops were 
present in the remote Tibesti area 
where they had helped recapture 
Zouar. 

A column of Mr. Habre’s troops 
left N'Djamena 10 days ago to 
join forces with rebels loyal to 
Goukouni Oueddei, formerly foes 
of Mr. Habre and allies of Libya 
but now siding with the 
government in the 20-year-old 
war’s latest political and military 
twist. 

Friday’s brief statement gave no 
details on the situation at Zouar 
which Chadian radio said 
Thursday night was being 
pounded by L toy an artillery and 


programme of martial music to^ aircraft. 


broadcast its brief statement on 
the fi ghting at Fada. ■ 

France, which has 1,200 men 
stationed in the 
government-controlled part of die 
embattled country, has a large 
base at Kalait, Oum Challouba's 
twin city. 

The French government has 
repeatedly stated it would not 


Zouar straddles the road 
'leading to Faya-Largeau and 
Fada. 

In. Addis Ababa, the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) announced that its 
secretary-general. Ide Oumarou, 
left Ethiopia Friday on a peace 
mission to Libya and Chad. 

Mr. Oumarou will hold talks 


with government leaders in 
Tripoli and N'Djamena “on the 
tense situation between die two 
OAU member states." it added. 

The OAU leader, in his New 
Year message this week, called for 
an immediate end to the fighting 
in Chad. 

Egypt Friday voiced concern 
over the current heavy fighting in 
Chad and reaffirmed its support 
for die government of President 
Hissene Habre against Libya. 

Egyptian Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Boutros Ghali 
tokl newsmen: "Egypt is dosely 
following developments in Chad 
with concern and supports 
President Hissene Habre m his 
struggle for the national unity of 
Chad/’ 

The US. State Department 
Wednesday accused Libya of 
brutal military assaults in Chad. 

President Reagan this month 
ordered SIS million worth of 
military equipment to be rushed to 
the African country to help it repel 
attacks by Libyan forces that have 
occupied northern areas since 
1981. 

State Department 
spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley said 
Libya “has escalated its violence 
with a series of brutal air, armour ■ 
and infantry assaults against | 
Chadian towns and positions" in 
the Tibesti region in the north 
west of the oountry. 

Oakley pointed out that the 
United States was not involved in : 
the military operations and had 
little ability to confirm details of 
the military situation 
independently. 


40 Ethiopians killed in guerrilla attack 


ROME (R) — Unidentified 
guerrillas killed 40 Ethiopians and 
took 24 hostages in an attack on a 
rural work camp in western 
Ethiopia last week. Italian 
Foreign Mmistiy sources have 
said. 

The sources, citing prehminaiy 


inquiries by Italian diplomats in 
Addis Ababa, said the camp. 


Addis Ababa, said the camp, 
belonging to an Italian firm 
carry ing out rural development 
wftrk in Ethiopia, was attacked by 
about 100 guerrillas on Dec. 27. 

A shallow grave containing the 


bodies of 30 Ethiopian soldiers 
who had been guarding the camp 
and 10 nationals working there^ 
had been discovered near the site 
in western Gwejam province, near 
the bonier with Sudan , the sources 
said. 

Twenty people were injured In 
the hour-long attack and 
eyewitnesses said two Italians 
were among the 24 people seized 
by the guerrillas who fled 
westwards. 

Nothing has been- beard from 
>, the guerrillas and there has been 


no claim of responsibility, but the 
sources said the attackers were 
thought to belong to one of several 
rebel groups, fighting the 
government of Mengistu Haile 
Mariam. 

The sources said Mengistu 
visited the work camp Thursday 
morning accompanied by senior 
ministers. Addis Ababa had also 
assured Italy of increased security 
measures to protect about 120 
Italian technicians working on 
similar development projects in 
Ethiopia. 


Egyptian group urges dismissal of minister 


CAIRO (AP) - Islamic 
fundamentalists have called for 
the dismissal of the interior 
minister and said his repressive 
measures were reminiscent of the 
situation leading to the 
assassination of President Anwar 
Sadat. 

Pro-lslamic lawyers, relatives of 
Sadat's assassin, and a 
controversial preacher held a 
press conference in which they 
accused the government of 
continuing policies of previous 
regimes ana fighting the Islamic 
trend. 

“Present security measures are 
very provocative to young 
Muslims,” said a student Grom 
Assiut University, a hotbed of 


Islamic fundamentalist activity in 
southern Egypt. 

“They are too aggravating even 
to be described, and bring to mind 
events in 1981” when Muslim 
fundamentalists gunned down 
Sadat, said the student who 
identified himself only as Alaa. 

The assassination took place 
shortly after Sadat cracked down 
on his opposition, including die 
fundamentalists, and put 1,563 
people in jaQ. 

Last week, around 600 students 
took to the streets of Assiut, 
demanding the release of at least 
LOO fellow students rounded up by 
security. More than 120 more 
students were arrested after police 
broke up the demonstration. 


The organises of the press 
conference issued a statement in 
which they demanded the 
dismissal of Interior Minister Zaki 
Badr“for the security and peace 
of the country.” 

“The young people’s patience 
must not be tested too much,” said 
Sheikh Hafez Salaraa, a elderly 
preacher who was jailed briefly in 
the summer of 1981 for 
attempting to lead a march in 
demand of the immediate 
implementation of Islamic Law. 

The statement, oo-signed by a 
body calling itself the Defence 
League for Tortured Prisoners, 
also claimed prison torture was 
still being perpetrated despite , 
government denials. 


Violence in 
Lebanon 
claims 
2,668 lives 
in 1986 


people were killed in June when 
Shi'ite and Sunni militiamen 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
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PROGRAMME ONE 

1500 Koran 

1&56 Prog ra mme Review 

1*55 Cartoons 

lfc20 Children programmes 

17:00 .. Scientific programme (Arabic} 

17:30 Chadren programme 

1&0I ‘ Teaching Frradl 

UfcSO -Arabic series 

1920 Family p ro gramm e 

1930 Progra mm e review 

2fc00 News in Arabic 

2930 Message horn Iraq 

7/kM — Arabic senes 

2130 — Local prognmms 

2230 Tomorrow's programs es 

2&3S — — .- Arabic play 

2330 NenSmmuyiD Am 

23:10 Play con tinned 


2MB Hirsvffle; The Story of Motown 

2230 News Summary 

2235 In Concert 

2330 Country Music 

2430 Closedown 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 
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fiJ9, 720, 1323 KHz 
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9635 Reflections 63B Financial News 
0730 Work! News 0739 24 Honrs; 
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07:45 The World Today 08.-00 
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News 0939 24 Honrs: News S immy 
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UK 10:00 World News 1039 
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EXHIBITIONS 


u An exhibition of architectural 
paintings of Iraq A1 Amir by Francois 
Larchc and Jean -Pierre Lange at the 


ArdiileCture Gallery — Reya Centre, 
Jabal Amman (until Jan. 10). 


* A pasting exhibition entitled: “On 
the Banks of Jordan” at the Jordan 
National -GaBeiy. Jabal Luweibdeh 
(until Jan. 23). 


Reflections 10:15 A JoHy Good Show 
1130 World News 1139 British Press 


MUSEUMS 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1830 Entree tibre 

1830 French documentary 

1930 News m French 

1905 La Vale des Penpiers 

1930 — — — News in He b rew 

1935 Science World 

2030 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Dad’s Army 

2130 — Spotlght 

21:10 Saturday variety show 

2230 - News in finglsh 

2230 Feature fHm: Trinity 


Review 1105 The Worid Today 1130 
Financial News followed by Look 
Ahead LL-45 About Britain 1230 New* 
Summary; Here’s Humph 12:15 Letter 
tram America 12z3Q Yes (vfinirter L£45 
Letter fan America 1330 Worid News 
1539 Novs About Britain 1305 Great 
Organists Play Bach 1130 Meridian 
1430 Radio Newsreel 14:15 Mhititrar* 
1*45 Sports Round-up 1530 World 
News 1539 24 Hours News Summary 
15-30 Network UK !Ss45 Country Styfc 


Folklore Manama; Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years okL Also 


1 An exhibition of pain tings by 
Moroccan artist Mehdi Qotbi at the Ala 
Art Gallery, Jabal Amman. First Crude 
(until Jan- 7) 


1630N ews Summary; MnskNow 1630 
Saturday Special 1730 Radio Newsreel 
17:15 Saturday Special 1830 Worid 
• News 1839 Commentary 18:15 
Saturday Special 1930Nmvs Summary; 
Saturday Special 1939 Book-Choice 
1930New8Sommaiy;Satmd«y Special 
1935 Sports Round-up 2030 NewadeA 
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Summary, The Grass is Greener 2 1:45 
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News 17:10 This Week 1730 ftess 
Conference USA 1830 News ISsi® 
American Viewpoints 18:31 Special 
bngish News and Features 1*30 News 
19:10 Weekend 2030 News 20:10 

Rcatures 2I30 S KeW3 ^BAme rinm 
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cosmmes over 100 years okL Also 
mosaics from Madabe and Jerasfa (4th 
to 1 8th centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
am. Year-round, Tel 651760. 

Jonlaa Archaeological Masem: Hasan 
credent coIHctkn of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa (Cttxld Hill). 
Opening bouts: 9.00 am. 5.00 pun. 
(Fridays and ofE dal tsoSdays 1 0.00 are. 
4 DO pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gritay: Contains a 
CO Section Of p aintings, ceramics . and 
scriptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the MuSm 
countries and a collection of paintings 
by 19th Century orieatafiat artists. 
Man Uta h. Jabal Lnweibdah- Opening 1 
bouts: 10.00 am.- 1 30 pm. and 330 
pre^-6.00 pro. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 

Martyrs’ Manorial (MBtuy Maaeumy: 
Coflecticm of nuEtary memorabilia 
dating from tiro Arab Revolt of 1916. 

Sports City. Ammfflr. Opening boms 9 
ara.-4 pro. Closed Saturdays. Tel 
664240. 

Pterin- Ufcof Jmriaa Museum: 100 to 
ISO year old items such » costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening bouts: 9.00 am. ■ 5,00 pro. 
Owed Tuesdays. Tei 637169. 


CHURCHES 


St. Jareph Church (Reman CmhoKc) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Chart* «f the Amadatfcm (Roman 

Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. TeL 
63744a 

De la Sale Chore* (Roman CathoSc) 
Jabal Human. TeL 661757. 
Tanada Oran* (Raman GatboKc), 
Jabal Loweflxieh, mass in Italian 
lang u age, meet every Saturday at 5:30 
pj£, Tek 622366. 

Church of the Anmdatka (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi, TeL 623541. 
Angfleaa Chare* (Church of the 
Redeemer) JabalAmm an, TeL 678906. 
Aimattat Ctahofc dm* Adxrafiefa, 
TeL 771331. 

ArmarioB Orthodox Cknrcfa Ashrafi eh, 
TeL 775261. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Aritrafieh.TeL 7717J1. 

Amman International Church 
(Inttr-deaom irrational): meets at 
Southern Baptist Schori m StaMuam, 
TeL 677534 

Evangel caL Lathers Church, Jabal 
Amman, 6th Grde, (Rev. N. Stair), 
Tet 811295. 

Rafabow Conge ga tian (huemattinal, 
tatcrdmcramerjonal) meets in the 
-Church of the Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman, TeL 606974. 


Lions Airman Oeb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the 
Hofiday Inn, IJOpm. 


PRAYER TIMES 


Lkus HritadripMa Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel 7 JO pm. 
PhOadtlpUa Rotary Oub. Meetings 
ewr y Wednesday at the Hofiday Inn, 
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Egyptian general calls Iran’s military plans ‘stupid’ 


BEIRUT (R)- More than 2,600 
people were killed in Lebanon 
during 1986, the country’s 12th 
year of civil war, political 
stalemate and foreign attacks. 

Police, hospital and political 
sources put the death toll at 2,688, 
37 per cent lower than the 1985 
total of 3,675. 

They reported 280 deaths last 
month— most of them Palestinian 
commandos, Shi’ite Muslim 
fighters and civ ilians caught up in 
a three-month “camps war” in 
Beirut and South Lebanon. 

Foreigners killed in Lebanon 
included two Britons, Philip 
Fadfield and Leigh Douglas, and a 
US. c i t i zen, Peter Kfiburn. All 
three had been kidnapped and 
their bodies were found on April 
17, two days after US . air raids on 
Libya. 

A French military attache. Col. 
Christian Gouttierre, was shot 
dead in Beirut in September and a 
Libyan diplomat was shot by 
unidentified gunmen in eastern 
Lebanon last month. 

A French observer monitoring 
clashes on Beirut's sectarian 
divide was killed by a sniper’s 
bullet and 1 3 soldiers serving with 
the United Nati ons I nterim Force 
In Lebanon (UNTFTL) were killed 
during the year. 

The sources said 276 people 
were killed in airorground attacks 
by Israeli armed forces and' their 
Lebanese militia allies in various 
parts of the country. 

Lebanese guerrillas killed eight 
Israelis and 7S pro-Israeli 
militiamen in the South. 

Car bombs killed 152 people 
and other explosive devices 
accounted for 33 lives. Thirteen 
people were killed by Muslim 
militias for alleged involvement in 
car bomb attacks. 

The sources said S80 people, 
many of them civilians, died in 
intermittent fighting around five 
Palestinian refugee camps during 
summer and autumn. 

In January, battles between 
rival .members of the Falangist 
“Lebanese Forces” militia killed 
220 people in east Beirut. The 
inter-Falangist conflict resurfaced 
in September and 69 people were 
reported to have died in die street 
battles. 

Battles across Beirut’s "green 
line'' killed 128 people and a 
further 148 died in 
FalangistHopposition dashes in 
the mountains east of the city. 

In the northern part of Tripoli, 
30 people were reported killed 
when Syrian troops battled Sunni 
fundamentalists. . 

Eighteen died in feuding 
between the Druze-led 
Progressive Socialist Party and 
local Sunni fighters in hills south 
east of Beirut in April and 27 


BAGHDAD (R) - A former 
Egyptian Defence Minister 
Uamsd “stupid military pl anning^ 
for the failure of an Iranian 
ground offensive against Iraq last 
week. 

But Gen. Mohammad Fawzj. 
writing in Friday's issue of Al 
Thawra, newspaper of Iraq’s 
ruling Baath Party, predicted the 
Iranians would continue such 
attacks despite huge losses. 

“The very heavy losses will not 
push the Iranian regime mfo 

still lelev^to th^advantage of 
population superiority,” the 


Iran has almost 60 million 
people, against an estimated 20 
milli on Iraqis. 

Iraq said it killed or wounded 
more than 90,000 Iranian troops 
thrown into a two-pronged attaix 
towards Basra nine days ago. 

Iraq said this was a 
long-awaited major offensive, 
while Tehran called it a limited 
operation which achieved its 


operation which acmevea us 
objectives and killed or wounded 
9,500 Iraqis. 

Gen. Fawzi said: “The Iranians, 
at the beginning, managed to seize 
a feeble foothold on the western 


Moroccan daily suggests 
postponement of OIC summit 


RABAT (Agencies)— Morocco's 
pro-government evening 
newspaper Maroc Soir has 
suggested that the Islamic summit 
plained m Kuwait late this month 
should be postponed because of 
the Iran-Iraq war and inter-Arab 
differences. 

The newspaper, which is under 
the direction of Minister of State 
Moulay Ahmad Alaoui, said Iran 
now openly opposed a summit 
being held in Kuwait because of its 
support for Iraq. 

“Also, the inter-Arab situation 
is full of differences likely to come 
into the open and block the 
proceedings, according to 
observers, at a time when the 
Arab World and the Islamic 
community need unanimity more 
than ever." it said. 

“In view of this crisis situation, 
the fighting in Lebanon, the 
continuing Iran-Iraq war, 
many observers feel that the 
moment is not auspicious for 
holding an Islamic summit. 

“They think it would be better' 
to postpone it so that the contacts 
underway to clear up the 
atmosphere might continue and 
succeed.” 

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Abdullah is now visiting Morocco 
and diplomats expected him to 
discuss preparations for the 
Islamic s ummi t with King Hassan. 
outgoing chairman of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC). 

Iran Thursday called for the 
postponement of the Islamic 
summit scheduled for Jan. 26 in 
Kuwait until a new venue, away 
from the Gulf war front, has been 


chosen. 

Tehran’s Islamic Republic 


Vanunu appeals for reti 
of denied jail privileges 


Shi’ite and Sunni mfiitiamen 
fought in Beirut. 

Twenty-two people, including 
two senior army officeis, died in 
political murders and six 
Lebanese Jews were reported 
“executed” by Muslim militants. 


TEL AVIV (AP) - A former 
nuclear technician charged with 
espionage appealed to the 
supreme court for the return of 
newspapers, books and a radio 
removed from his cell after be 
tricked his jailers and flashed a 
message to reporters, his attorney 
said Friday. 

Amnon Zichrony said his client, 
Mordechai Vanunu, was confined 
to a “practically solitary cell, 
almost without any connection 
with other people.” 

“In such conditions, to be 
deprived of the only means that 
permit to maintain connection 
with the outside world is almost 
unbearable,” Mr. Zichrony said 
oa Israel Radio. 
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bask of the Shatt.Al Arab 
(bolder) waterway, but foiled to 
hold it for more than five hours, 
after which the whole thing turned 
into a horrible catastrophe for 
them." 

He said the major reason for the 
failure was "stupid military 
planning; and failure to learn from 
lessons when they attacked last 
February." 

In February, Iranian troops 
fought their way across the Shatt 
Al Arab to seize and hold the 
southern tip of Iraq's Fao 
peninsula at trie head of the Gulf. 

“It is strange that the Iranian 


■from toe same place and aga. 
the same target,” Gen. p? 


The outcome had be 
predictable before a single bu 
had . been fired.- the Egypt 
general added. 

The Iraqis’ technical, iogi 
and strategic surveillance 1 
helped them to prepare and 
engage the Iranians before t! 
could achieve significant progn 
he said. 

Egypt has been a ma 
supporter and adviser of Iraq 
the six -year-old war. - ; 


U.S. Muslim leaders plan 
new bid to free hostages 


News Agency(IRNA) quoted 
acting Foreign Minister Ali 


Mohammad Besharati as saying 
Kuwait “is not a suitable venue." 
He reiterated that Iran would not j 
send a high-ranking delegation to 
the meeting if held in Kuwait. 

ERNA, monitored in Nicosia, 
said Mr. Besharati spoke at a 
meeting with Iranian ambassadors 
to Islamic countries who were in 
Tehran for consultations. i 

■ He suggested that the 
46-member OIC postpone the 
meeting “for a few months ... 
(until it) chooses another venue 
which would provide us with 
security and peace of mind.” 

He said Iran maintained silence 
when the OIC first announced its 
plans for the summit, giving 
Kuwait an opportunity" to adopta 
just and nnhia«-d stance” vis-a-vis 
the six-year-old Iran-Iraq war. 

But, he said, “Kuwait’s material 
and political support for Iraq 
continued unabated. 

Mr. Besharati did not rule out 
dispatch of some low-level Iranian 
delegates to the summit in Kuwait 

HGs remarks came one day after 
Sharifudin Pirzadeh, 
scretary-general of the OIC, left 
Tehran after failing to oonvince | 
Iranian leaders to dispatch a' 
“high-level” delegation to the 
s ummi t 

During his 3-day visit, Mr. 
Pirzadeh met with President Ali 
Khamenei, Parliament Speaker 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, Prime 
Minister Hussein Musavi and 
Foreign Minister Ali , Akbar 
Velayati. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Two 
UJ5- Muslim leaders have said 
they would return to Beirut 
later this month to renew attempts 
to .win the release of Aamerican 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Mohammad Mehdi said he and 
Dale Shabeen , the two top officers 
of the 40,000-member US. 
National Council on Islamic 
Affairs, will go to Lebanon in 
mid-January. 

Mr. Mehdi and Mr. Shaheen 
spent two weeks in Lebanon last 
month trying to free hostages but 
said they, failed to make useful 
contacts, with the kidnappers. 

In a statement Thursday, Mr. 
Mehdi said the kidnappers were' 
“a group of independent, 
stubborn individuals who are not 
under the authority of Iran, as it is 
assumed by Americans 

The United States should “deal 
wifi] the hostage holders, not with 
the Khomeini government,” Mr. 
Mehdi said. 

The American hostages are 
among IS foreigners missing, 
believed kidnapped in Lebanon, 
mostly by pro-Iranian Muslim 
fundamentalist groups. 


Mr. Mehdi said the Council 
Islamic Affairs was 
privately-funded group wh 
tried to raise the politi 
consciousness of eight mfil 
American Muslims and to educ 
other Americans about Islam. 

Three American hostages h 
been released from Lebanon o 
the last 18 months as a resuli 
UJ5. corrupts with Iran, xnclud 
the sale of arids to Tehran. 

Meanwhile Pope John Pau 
on Thursday appealed 
kidnappers' “sentiment 
humanity" in asking them to f 
their hostages in 1987. 

The Pope was periodic 
urged kidnappers to free ti 
victims. His latest call came dui 
noon prayers before 10.C 
faithful and tourists who crowi 
Sl Peter’s Square after he sai 
New Year’s Day mass in 
Peter’s Basilica. The mass * 
dedicated to peace. 

“On this great of gladness 
which the spirit is naturally can 
to thoughts of optimism and he 
we cannot forget the people v 
suffer and await help, the Pt 
said. 


Israeli aide who ‘supervised 
killing of 2 Arabs’ promoted 


Vanunu, 32, a Moroocan-bom 
Israeli, is charged with two counts 
of aggravated espionage and 
assisting an enemy in wartime, a 
reference to the fact that Israel is 
technically at war with most of its 
Arab neighbours. 

He disappeared from London 
on Sept. 30 after giving the 
Sunday Times information and 
photographs about Israel's 
nuclear power. ' 

Last week, Mr. Zichrony fold 
the Associated Press his cheat was 
punished for revealing the 
information by being deprived for 
a month of his books, newspapers 
and a Walkman portable radio, 
“which are privileges normally 
granted to every prisoner.” 


TEL AVIV (Agencies)— A secret 
service agent identified only by 
the Hebrew letter “Yod” who 
allegedly supervised the beating 
deaths of two Palestinian captives 
has been promoted, a daily 
newspaper has said. 

Maanv newspaper reported 
.that “Yod” was- appointed to a 
senior post vacated by Shm Bet 
internal . security agent -Raff 
Malka, who was tired .after 
accusing his boss of covering up 
the April 1984 killings. 

Malka was among three agents 
who went to then-prime Minister 
Shimon Peres in 1985 to allege 
that secret service agents had 
killed two Palestinians captives 
who hijacked a civilian bus to the 


his colleagues touched off a fr 
round of controversy over the 
300 affair, including a fog 
inquiry. * 


The government report fi- 
le police probe was released i 


occupied Gaza Strip, the three 
agents also said the Shin Bet had 


agents also said the Shm Bet had 
covered up its role in die affair to 
three investigating panels. 

The two Palestinian captives 
were seen being led away from the 
seene with their bands bound and 
were later beaten to death. 

Two other Palestinian hijackers 
and a 19-year-old Israeli woman 
were killed when Israeli troops 
stormed the bus to 'rescue' the 
passengers. 

The allegations by Malka and 


the police probe was released i 
week, and “Yod” was named 
the report as the agent on 
scene of the hijacking w 
received an order from then-S 
Bet chief Avrabara Shalom to . 
the two Palestinian captives. 

Maariv reported that af 
receiving the order, “Yod" m: 
sure it was carried out. 

President Chaim Herz 
. granted Shalom and 10 otherS 
Bet agenrs immunity fr 
prosecution for their roles in 
affair and Shalom resigned. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha 
Wednesday called for an eoc 
internal stnfe following the ref 
clearing Israeli leaders of crim 
responsibility for the killings. 

In his first comment on 
Justice Ministry report reler 
Tuesday, Mr. Shamir said: “A 
months ago the evil spirits of Is 
became frenzied and there u 
smears and insults and abuse? 

He said it was time to put a: 
internal strife now that the ti 
had emerged. 
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Ministry succeeds in crop reallocation plan 
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AMMAN (Petra) — , Jordan's 
application of die agricultural 
pattems system io the 1985-86 
agricultural season has been 
successful, and has helped reduce 
the amounts of surplus crops and 
increase the production of 
commodities in high demand on 
the local and Arab markets. 
Minister of Agriculture Marwan 
Hmoud announced. 

Hie said that surplus production 
of traditional crops like tomatoes, 
eggplants and marrows has now 
dropped, which led to an 
improvement of their prices, a 
beneficial result for local 
producers. 

Areas grown with tomatoes 
before the application of the 
system were estimated at 137,000 
dunums, but after the application 
of- the system, they' dropped to 

81.000 dunums, and those 
allocated for eggplant dropped 
from 49,500 dunums to 25,000, 
and marrows from 48,000 to 

29.000 dunums, the minister said 
in a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Hmoud said that Jordan has 
been applying the system since the 

1984- 85 agricultural season, 
when 110,000 dunums were 
covered by this system; in the 

1985- 86 season, the. areas 
included in the system rose to 

387.000 dunums; in die 1986-87 
season they are expected to rise to 

407.000 dunums in the Jordan 
Valley and the higher lands, fed by 
rain. 

The minis ter, said that the 
application of the agricultural 
patterns system is intended to 
achieve the following objectives: 

— Meeting the local market's 
needs of crops and reducing 
imports. 

— Limiting the amoun t of certain . 
crops to be produced so as to 



Minister of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud discusses the ministry’s 
agricultural patterns system designed to encourage production of 
crops in short supply and discourage those in surplus, in an interview 
with Petra (Petra photo). 


prevent -huge surplosses which 
used to create problems in 
marketing and brought down the 
prices of crops. 

— Increasing the farmers* income 
by selling crops erf different types 
at higher prices. 

— Making better and more 
economic use of water resources 
with saved quantities helping to 
reclaim new areas. 

The minist er referred to a 
recent survey conducted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture which 
points to die fact that die initial- 
application of the agricultural 
patterns system led to the. 
achievement of self-sufficiency of 
Jordan in the production of 
pepper, tomatoes, marrows, 
cauliflowers, cucumbers, 
eggplants, cabbages and melons, 
which were up by 415 per cent 
and that of wheat, barley, 
potatoes, onions and water 


melons up by 55 per cent. 

The past years witnessed a great 
expansion in the production of 
tomatoes, eggplants, marrows and 
cucumbers under plastic cover in 
ihe Jordan Valley; die excess 
production used to cause difficulty 
in market 
minister 


sting the surplus crops, the 
said. 


Recently, he said, the Ministry 
of Agriculture started 
encouraging local fanners to 
produce onions, potatoes and 
cereals, which are in continuous 
demand in the country. 


The minis try adopted these 
measures after . studying the 
country’s needs for different 
crops. It continues to help fanners 


process die surplus if no market? 
‘ "or the surplus abroad. 


are found for 
the minister said. 

To encourage farmers to apply 
the agricultural patterns system. 


the minister said,' the government 
has derided to offer subsidies in 
the form of financial help to 
fanners at the rate of JD 10 per 
dunum for tomatoes in the Jordan 
Valley and JD 15 per dunum of 
tomatoes in the higher regions of 
die Kingdom. 

The government also decided it 
‘ wifi purchase the produce of these 
farmers through the Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing 
Company of Jordan (AMPCO) at 
very competitive prices and help 
to marke t it here and abroad, the 
min fas ter, added. Mr. Hmo ud said 
that AMPCO has allocated JD 
600,000 as subsidies for the 
farmers in the past agricultural 
season, and decided to purchase 
the surplus of the farmers’ 
produce for processing. 

In addition, AMPCO 
announced the prices of potatoes 
and onions m advance to 
encourage fanners who would 
otherwise try to sell crops 
elsewhere at fluctuating rates. 

Mr. Hmoud said that AMPCO 
offered JD 90 for a tonne of 
potatoes, JD 75 for a tonne of 
onions, andJD 144 for a tonne of 
wheat to encourage farmers to 
produce such commodities for the 
market and reduce the Kingdom’s 
dependence on imports. 

As a result of these measures, 
-the minis ter noted there has been 
a noticeable drop in the 
production of traditional crops 
like tomatoes, eggplants, and 
marrows, and a rise in the 
production of onions and 
potatoes. 

Mr. Hmoud said that though 
these are initial steps, they are 
excellent indicators that the 
country is following a sound 
agricultural course that will help it 
avoid difficulties encountered in 
previous years. 




JSPME chairman urges 
subsidies for egg exports 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN— The Jordan Society 
for the Production and Marketing 


of Eggs (JSPME) on Friday urged 
further 
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the government to 
subsidise the society’s exports in 
order to strike a balance between 
the supply and demand process of 
egg production in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Sul eiman Irteimeh, the 
JSPME chairman of the board, 
said the society was seeking a 
government subsidy on - egg 
‘ efcpbrts up to .20 or 30 per cept of 
‘ ’ foe price, so that local produce can 
outbid international prices ' in 
neighbouring countries. 

The JSPME has signed a 
package deal with the Iraqi 
government to export 47 million 
eggs to the Iraqi market, within 
the first half of 1987, at a price of 
$1920 per carton— $2 higher than 
the international price but still 
well below the local overall cost, 
Mr. Irteimeh told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Irteimeh said that die deal 
with Iraq, which he billed as a 
bargain, will offset an anticipated 
surplus of approximately 50 
million eggs during the first six 
months of the current year. 
However, the society was looking 
towards renewing the agreement 
in the next half of 19S7 but on 
better price terms, Mr. Irteimeh 
added. 

Last year, member firms of the 
society witnessed a severe 
financial setback- JD 1,650,000- 
as a result of a huge surplus of 
table eggs amounting to 
approximately 500 millio n eggs. 
The problem was gradually eased 
— but at the expense of local prices 
' which dropped to record lows in a 
bid to market the accumulated 
surplus of eggs. The society could 
not then explore foreign markets 
since price competition with 


international produce was 
unfavourable to the Jordanian 
produce. 

In his interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Irteimeh said the 
society was undertaking a set of 
rules aimed at preventing the 
repeat of last years experience. 

One solution is drawing up a 
mechanism— in coordination with 
the Ministry of Agriculture — in 
order to control and regulate 
production in the egg sector. 

A public awareness 
-also be 


will also be IrfunchedT 
.raise' the' per capita Consumption 
rate in the Kingdom from one of 
the lowest in the world, 135 
annually, up to 170. 

A prospective project to 
.process egg powder— namely to 
address European markets— is 
currently under assessment as part 
of a comprehensive scheme to 
avoid surplus of table eggs, added 
Mr. Irteimeh. 

However, Mr. Irteimeh pointed 
out that the best remedy is further 
supporting the egg producing 
sector as part of the agricultural 
sector for which die government 
allocated die amount of JD 4 
milli on as subsidies cm exports. 

Mr. Irteimeh contended that 
the subsidy would help narrow the 
difference between the 
international prices and the local 
price, which is considered one of 
the highest prices due to the high 
cost of production inputs. 

In this regard, the society has 
plans to trade with inputs for 
member firms at very reasonable 
prices, a step which would lead to 
lowering the cost of production, 
Mr. Irteimeh said. 

Until 1971, Jordan had been a 
table-eggs importing country but 
the situation changed in mid 70’s 
and the beginning of 80’s. Today, 
140 egg producing firms are 
yielding approximately 500 
milfion eggs per annum. 


Jordan invested 
$2 billion in 
mining industry 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Energy Hisnam A1 Khatib said on 
Friday that Jordan's investment in 
mining and extractive industries 
amounted to approximately $2 
biffiOn in the past few years. 

Dr. Khatib, addressing the 
annual general assembly meeting 
of the Jordan geologists 
association, said that investments' 
in mining industries — including 
rode phosphates, potash, cement 
and fertilisers— were the highest 
of any field in the Kingdom. 

The work of Jordanian 
geologists have continuously 
developed, especially in receiving 
advanced technology in all fields 
of specialisation, the minister said. 

The minister was referring to 
recent media reports that he 
charged misrepresented a 
comment of his on advanced 
technology and the prospects for 
Arab acquisition of up-to-date 
technology. 

Nevertheless, Dr. Khatib told 
the meeting that he had hopes for 
Arab capabilities and historic 
achievements to acquire advanced 
technology. 

The minister said he hoped the 
association's law wili be amended 
daring 1987. 


APC signs 


agreement 
with IDB in 


S. Arabia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Potash Company (APC) and the 
Jeddah-based Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB) have 
signed a loan agreement in Saudi 
Arabia under which the bank wOI 
grant the APC a $8 million loan to 
finance stage I of a $25 million 
project aimed at expanding the 
production capacity of the potash 
factories’ refinery. 


The agreement was signed by 
raeral Ah 


the APC Director General 
Ensour and his deputy Suleiman 
Hawwari who returnee! to Amman 
Friday after a two-day visit to 
Saudi Arabia. The World Bank 
will also contribute $12 million to 
the project. 


The project will be 
implemented during 1987 and 
1988 and will raise by 15 per cent 
the potash factories' annual 
production capacity. This will 
bring to 1,400,000 tonnes the 
annual production capacity of the 
potash factories. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles Abu Hassan family 


AMMAN (Petra)— His Majesty King Hussein has presented his 
heartfelt condolences to Abu Hassan family on the passing away 
of foe pro min ent businessman Abdul Rahman Abu Hassan at the 
age of 81 . His body was laid to rest on Friday. Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid conveyed to Abu Hassan family the King’s 
condolences when he called at the Abu Hassan residence on 
Thursday. The personal representative of King Hussein, His’ 
Royal Hi ghness Prince Mohammad, also conveyed his heartfelt ' 
condolences to the deceased family. 


King endorses loan agreement 


AM&focJ'f*(Petta£-* A Royaf tkScree issfied'Hiursday endorsed 
. Jordan’s Icon agreement with the Kuwaiti Fipid for Economic 
Development 'arid the Saifii Development Fund. Under the 
agreement Both funds will provide loans for financing the Lower 
Zarqa Basin project and the construction of the Zara-Ghor 
Haditha road. 


Dr. Ayyash killed in Vienna car accident 


AMMAN (Petra)— Dr. Naji Ayyash, deputy director of health of 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in foe Near East (UNRWA), was killed in a road 
accident in Vienna Wednesday night. Dr. Ayyash, aged 50. 
became deputy director of health in September .1984 on 
secondment from foe World Health Organisation. Formerly 
UNRWA’s field health officer in Jordan, Dr. Ayyash was 
Palestinian by birth, and subsequently adopted Jordanian 
nationality. He received his medical training in Egypt and foe 
United Kingdom. Dr. Ayyash leaves a widow and four children. 


295 road accidents occurred last week 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 295 road accidents occurred in 
Jordan in the past week resulting seven deaths and the injury of 
145persons,accordingtothe Public Security Defnrtments.lt said 
in a statement that most of the accidents. 182. occurred in the 
Amman region. 


Jordanian Armed Forces Band 
participates in 1987 Rose Parade 


PASADENA, California (J.T.) — 
The internationally recognised 
Jordanian Armed Forces Band 
was among the 21 marching bands 
to take part in foe 1987 Rose 
Parade, held on New Year's Day. 
The Jordanian Band was chosen 
along with the other bands who 
participated from among 250 
applicants. Bands from Japan and 
Canada also took part. 

The marching bands are 
flowered floats paraded before an 
estimated one million people in 
person, and more than 100 million 
in 20 countries via television. 

The Rose Parade is called 
America's largest national ritual 
and probably foe world’s most 
televised — and famous — parade. 

Pele, the Brazilian soccer star, 
was honorary marshall for the 
1987 parade. Helead21 marching 
bands and 59 flower-covered 
floats— each averaging 100,000 
flowers, and some reaching 30 
metres high. Biggest and most 
spectacular this year was a 
computerised, life-like “Loch 
Ness Monster,” which twisted and 
turned its long neck high above 
the crowds lining the streets. Last 
New Years six-storey giant teddy 
bear, covered with flowers, 
popped up through a monolithic 
birthday cake. Another float 
featured a giant floral airplane 
piloted by a giant floral elephant. 

Fifteen nations entered floats. 
Last year the floats advertised 
everything from Singapore 
Airlines to Japanese Hondas so 
French Yoplait yogurt. Says one 
veteran Pasadena float designer, 
“This has become an international 


event, over which Pasadena has no 
control.” 

Even the flowers " are 
international. Originally, the rose 
was chosen as the parade’s theme 
to symbolise “thousands of 
flowers in bloom, while our 
former Eastern homes are buried 
in snow.” Now the rose is 
outnumbered by local 
chrysanthemums, Dutch tulips, 
African pro tea, and many other 
blossoms from Hawaii, Central 
and South America, Italy, and 
Israel. 


The parade originally began in 
1892 as a parade of horse drawn 
wagons filled with flowers and 
oranges, culminating in a picnic. 
Then chariot races were added. 

In 1902 the climax was a game 
of foe then little-known sport now 
called American football. 
(Michigan beat a local university 
team 40-0). The game, like the 
parade, grew in popularity until it 
too became an annual tradition, 
the Rose Bowl, and a 
100,000-seat stadium was built to 
host it; 


Of all the 84 Rose Bowl games 
to date, the most famous remains 
the 1929 contest between Georgia 
Technical University and the 
University of California. Georgia 
Tech fumbled the ball, which 
bounced into the .arms of 
California’s Roy Riegels, who 
began a furious race 98 yards 
down the field to the goal — the 
wrong goal— spurred on by foe 
shrieks of ihe crowd, which 
drowned out the cries of bis 
teammates. 
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JD 1.018 billion budget takes effect 
after parliamentary, royal approval 


By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


AMMAN —Priine Minister Zaid RSsdK expected to 

circulate memos to various ministries and 
government departments advising them that the 
1987 fiscal budget has gone into effect after it was 
endorsed by the two Houses of Parliament and a 
Royal Decree was issued approving it. 

The Royal Decree was issued Development Flan. 


approving foe JD lBlS bflfion 
budget on Wednesday, hours after 
the draft budget was endorsed by 
the Upper House of Parliament 
(Senate) in a regular session. 

The Lower House of 
Parliament approved the budget 
earlier in December. 

The Upper House, in an almost 
three-hour debate on the budget, 
voiced support for the 
government’s socio-economic and 
political policies, but cautioned 
against foreign borrowings on 
commercial basis. 

The eight senators who spoke 
during the session as well as the 
Senate Financial Committee 
called for ratio nalising public 
expenditures, limiting imports in 
general and luxury commodities in 

foreign fovestmen 

The senators also called on 
Arab and fslamir states to make 
financial contributions to help 
finance the 1986-1990 
development plan for the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. Strip and voiced 
appreciation for Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states for honouring 
their financial commitments to 
Jordan. 

The senators also called on foe 
government to offer more support 
For foe agricultural sector in terms 
of finding Arab and foreign 
marketing outlets for Jordanian 
produce and to give the private 
sector a larger role through setting 
up a private sector economic 
council to pat forward policies 
aimed at reviving the country’s 
economy throughout the 
1986-1990 National Five-Year 


in 


Senators also praised 
particular foe government's goals 
of strengthening the Armed 
Forces and public security 
apparata and to curb growing 

unemp loy men t and to protect the 
country’s industries from 
competing ‘ with imported 
commodities. 

Unlike the budget's 
endorsement by the Lower House 
of Parliament with a majority 
vote^ after four deputies opposed 
foe draft, foe- fiscal budget, which 
for foe first time in the Kingdom’s 
financial history exceeds JD 1 
billion, was unanimously 
approved by foe Senate. 

At the outset of Wednesday’s 
session. Financial Committee 
rapporteur Khalil AJ Salem 
presented to the House the 
committee’s remarks vis-a-vis the 
draft and later called on the House 
to pass foe law. 

Dr. Salem said the committee 
had noted that the projected gross 
domestic product (GDP) for 1986 
was not calculated in foe 1987 
draft law. 

Prime Minister Rifai, who was 
present during foe session, replied 
m a statement at the end of the 
session that do mention had been 
made of the GDP since figures 
could not be obtained before the 
second half of 1987. Hie said the 
expectations regarding the GDP 
for 1986 were in line with the new 
1986-1990 five-year 
.development plan. He did not give 
any estimates over foe expected 
GDP for 1986. 

Dr. Salem said that unlike 
expectations for a JD 120 million 
rifting in the Kingdom’s balance 


of trade deficit, the committee, 

based Upon Official informa tion it 
received during its deliberations, 

? rejected the deficit to decline by 
D 138 mflfion in 1987. 

Dr. Salem, a renowned 
economist and a highly-respected 
figure in fmaocial circles, also said 
foe committee was convinced that 
Joidan’s foreign debt services for 
1986 amounted to 12.4 per centof 
its exports and thus was stiD for 
below the internationally 
recognised red line of 20 percent. 

“The committee, however, 
cautions against foreign 
borrowing on commercial bass to 
cover foe financial co mmi tments 
of either current expenditures Q r 

expenses for development 
projects. Instead*, foreign' 
borrowing should be' diverted 
towards investments in 
production sectors or to 
consolidate foe Kingdom’ s f ore ign 
currency reserves, he said. 

Mr. Rifai replied that the 
government supported the 
committee’s call for intensified 
efforts to help take the co untiy out 
of its current economic recession 
and that it would continue to 
encourage exports and stem 
.imports of consumer and luxury 
commodities with the intention of 
adjusting foe balance of trade and 
improving foe foreign currency 
reserves. 

The committee also called on 
the government to adhere to foe 
financial allowances as allocated 
for in foe 1987 fiscal budget in 
older to avoid any unprecedented 
financial burden, a characteristic 
of- earlier fiscal years. 

Dr. Salem said foe committee 
was unable to reach an agreement 
over raising foe ce fling in foreign . 
currencies of Jordanian depositors 
from JD 30,000 to JD 100,000 
and therefore, senators agreed 
that the Central Bank of Jordan 
would monitor the negative and 
positive effects of such a step and 
take a decision. 

Mr. Rifai replied to the 
committee’s statement said foe 


government had embarked on a 
monetary policy . intended to - 
increase foreign currency reserves 
by raising foe ceiling of foreign 
currency amounts which 
Jordanians could keep in foe 
Kingdom from JD 30,000 to JD 
100,000 and tty offering other 
incentives for savings. 

On the government's plans to 
tr ansform foe status of a number 
of public companies into public 
shareholding companies 

operating on a commercial basis 
or into private shareholding 
institutions, foe committee sail it 
supported the scheme provided 
that foe studies on transformation 
were carried out on a national 
level with the assistance of 
Jordanian expertise. 

The committee said a special 
law had to be enacted to g>vem 
foe activities of each of the public 
institutions subject to undergo 
privatisation and to take into 
consideration the services it 
offered as -well as public interest 

Mr. Rifai, referring to these 
remarks, said the privatisation 
scheme was designed to help 
better services and to open the 
door for Arab and foreign 
investments in these entities. 

Mr. Rifai also explained that foe 
transformation of such 
organisations would take place in 
systematic course through the 
enactment of new laws and 
.regulations. 

The committee also called on 
the government to implement a 
number of laws which were taken 
during 1986 regarding the 
following points: 

— The draft budget should include 
articles explajnmg the treasury’s 
general situation; 

— The law of the Pension Fund; 

— Measuring the revenues of 
public expenditures on the level of 
services and development gains; 

— Outlining foe inpacts of the 
draft budget on reactivating the 
economy; 

— Not to consider loans as 
revenues. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Friday's 

Al Ra’i: Israel’s psychological war 

AT a meeting with diplomatic correspondents in occupied Jerusalem 
Israefc defence minister, Yitzhak Babin, named conditions for the 
participation of Palestinians in a joint Jordanian-P&Iestmian 
delegation in peace talks. He also spoke about the forthcoming 
Islamic summit and the importance of Egypt’s involvement in such a 
conference. These statements are only interference in Arab and 
Islamic affairs and the Arabs and Muslims totally reject it because it 
is intended as a means to poison the atmosphere and to harm 
relations between Egypt and Jordan. No one has the right to impose 
any conditions or terms on Jordan for excluding or including 
Palestinians in a joint delegation, because Jordan has more than once 
announced that it cannot act on behalf of the Palestinians nor can it ’ 
serve as a substitute for them in any peace negotiations. Rabin's 
statement aboutthe necessity of Egyptian participation in the Islamic 
summit is one that is intended to rouse suspicion about Cano's role 
which Tel Aviv hopes it could serve as a Trojan horse in such a 
summit. This statement is an evQ one and intended to poison the 
atmosphere of the coming summit in Kuwait and to cast Arab and 
Islamic doubts about Egypt’s presence. Arab or Islamic s ummi ts are 
dangerous for Israel because they mean concerting /Arab and Islamic 
efforts for countering Israel’s measures and evil designs in the Arab 
region. Rabin's statement could be considered as part of Israel's 
psychological warfare on the Arab Nation, designed to drive further 
wedges among their ranks . 

Al Dustour: Common interests 

REPORTS about an impending meeting between the secretaries 
general of the Organisation of Islamic Cpnference(OIQ and the 
Arab League represent new rays of hope for the Arab and Muslim 
nations. These reports, coming at a time when the challenges and the 
dangers are intensifying, are welcome for the Arab and Muslim 
masses. Such a meeting, due to be held in Saudi Arabia, assumes a 
special importance since it comes on the eve of the forthcoming 
Arab-Islamic summit meeting in Kuwait where the heads of Arab 
and Islamic countries will be able to discuss and to decide on issues of 
concern to their nation. The meeting will, it is hoped, concert the 
work of the Islamic and Arab groups prior to convening the coming 
summit and pave the way for a successful parley in Kuwait It means 
that the heads of the two organisations have now risen to the level of 
challenges, and will no doubt rally the Arab and Muslim ranks for the 
sake of confronting their common challenges. The Muslim and Arab 
groups are confronted with the continued Israeli occupation of holy 
places and Arab land in Palestine and the on-going Iran-Iraq war 
which has been draining away the nation’s resources. These issues 
make it incumbent upon the leaders of the two groups to pool their 
efforts and uige the Arabs and Mush ms to achieve further solidarity. 

Sawt Al Shaab: ‘Camps war 7 should end 

THE 'Camps war’ has now entered 1987 without any end in sight, 
and without any success for mediation efforts to end the bloodshed. 
Efforts to reach a ceasefire and Beni's claims that he will allow food 
supplies to enter the camps have not materialised. The obvious aim of 
such a war is to uproot the Palestinian refugees from their camps as a 
first step towards ending Palestinian presence in Lebanon. Reports 
indicate that nearly 80 per cent of the camp’s residents have been 
displaced and that most of the camps infrastructure has been 
destroyed. All efforts to bring about an end to the tragedy and even a 
meeting between the presidents of Syria and Lebanon have been 
wasted because the two sides in the conflict are adamantly holding on 
to their positions. This war. if allowed to continue, is bound to serve 
Israel's aims and objectives for which it launched its 1982 war in 
Lebanon and for which it continues to strive to achieve through its 
agents in that country. If this war is allowed to continue, it will soon 
bring about a destruction of the political entity of Lebanon and the 
country's existence as a sovereign country. This “camps war” should 
be stopped by any means even if it takes an Arab s ummi t conference 
to achieve this end. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra'i : A suspect visit 

ONLY hours before the start of the New Year. Washington 
announced that presidential envoy Richard Murphy will return to the 
Middle East region by mid-January to renew U.S. interest in 
establishing peace. Washington said also that Murphy will try to 
make a new assessment for Arab-U.S. relations and prospects forthe 
peace process. It should be said frankly that this announcement has 
not succeeded in arousing any warm feelings for Murphy’s new trip, 
particularly because the American administration realises the Arab 
situation and the Arab countries' stand vis-a-vis an international 
conference and its demands for a total Israeli withdrawal from 
Palestinian territory. Washington also realises that Israel's refusal of 
such a conference and its denial of Palestinian people's rights in their 
homeland which are supported by Washington constitute the major 
obstacle in the path of peace. It is therefore rather difficult to 
understand that Murphy's coming trip has a positive objective, 
special lysmce Washington haslost all credibility in our region in view 
of continuous U.S. support for Israel and in the wake of the U .S.-Irau 
arms srandai. lt is even believed that Murphy's visit is intended as a 
means for laying obstacles in the path of any agreement at the coming 
summit meeting in Kuwait. Murphy could bring with him new ideas 
that might cause further rifts among Arab and Muslim countries. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Emulative moves 

THE Jordanian people followed up Roman Catholic Cardinal John 
O’ Connor's visit to Jordan with satisfaction and admiration. His 
meetings with King Hussein, senior government officials and his 
statements about the need for establishing justice in the Middle East 
have attracted attention. The cardinal's statements.about justice and 
peace in the Arab region are especially important as they come from 
a religious leader in New York which houses the largest Jewish 
community in the Western world and which is the seat of the Zionist 
lobby m the United States. We are specially happy to hear the 
cardinal stating that he would not meet any Israeli leader inside the 
occupied city of Jerusalem since die Vatican has not recognised Israel 
and its occupation of Arab land. We are deeply proud to hear the 
cardinalissuing these statements and we hope that other religious 
leadps in the United States will follow his e xamp le. We admire the 
rardinm s courageous stand in the face of Israel and uie Zionist lobby, 
m the United States and appreciate the Vatican's firm stand with 
regard to the status of Jerusalem, 


VIEW FROM AMMAN 


By Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber 


What is terror and who is terrorising whom? 

» state of Israel ’’ frnldn Mfp.ir once said ^ 


“THE borders of the state of Israel,” Golda Meir once said, 
“are where the Israeli army stands.” Mr. Moshe Dayan, 
minister of “defence” from 2967 to 1974 set about to 
implement this policy by “creating facts” in the occupied 
territories and changing their demographic, economic even 
the very physical shape of the landscape. Never again will the 
land of Palestine look like it once was. Its ro lling hills, rugged 
mountains, plains and valleys are now studded with military 
and para-military installations and settlements resembling 
fortresses and citadels reflecting the siege mentality of the 
ghetto and the suicidal tendency of Masada. The illusion that 
they have discovered God or that God, their God, Yahweh, 
discovered them, gives diem licence to commit any act and 
they proceed to do just that. One of their feasts, Puiim, 
celebrates the right given to them by the Persian King 
Artaxerxes or Ashauerosh in the sixth century B.C. to kill 
their enemies. The book of Esther relates that over 75,000 
were killed in Susa, the capital and in the provinces. In 
Nehemiah 6:1, it is related that one “Geshem the Arab was 
one of their enemies.” 

Arab Muslim and Christian “fundamentalists” think, and 
perhaps rightly, that the Jews of today are behaving the same 
way .their ancestors did since. For example, entire villages 
were decimated Joshua when he entered Palestine. Such a 
Jewish -Zionist fundamentalism cannot be countered except 
in kind and that Israel, flush with the euphoria of victoxy, is not 
about ready now, nor in the foreseeable future, to conclude an 
honourable settlement with the Arabs. -The present-day 
“superiority” complex the Zionists suffer from — a complex 
which has hardened their heart and dried up their soul causing 
them to commit irrationalities and atrocities — is but a 
continuation of ancient animosities, hatreds and pent-up 
feelings. 

What is terror and who is terrorising whom? Speaking 
before an audience of the Washington-based Middle East 
Institute on Oct. 17, 1986, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affairs Richard Murphy mentioned what he 
called the “growth of racial slurs about die Arabs” and then 
added that it saddened him to learn that Arab-American 
children have taken to denying their Arab origin for fear they 
would be taunted as terrorists by their schoolmates. I wonder 
if Mr. Murphy knows about the terror under which all the 
Arabs live in their homeland, or when they immigrate or when 
they travel abroad. 

Jerusalem has just marked another Christmas, its 20th 
under occupation, and in Bethlehem the “celebrations” were 
sad, the predominant colour being the khaki of Israeli 
occupation soldiers. In the last few weeks several young 
Palestinian students were shot dead in the occupied 
territories. One of them was Ramdan Zaitun, was a child of 
12. Zaitun. which means olive, and another Palestinian 



student killed on Dec. 4, were killed not by Israeli soldiers, but 
by armed Zionist settlers. But then this is “cheap” Arab life: 
after all Zionists have been '"teaching” us all along that one 
Jewish fife is worth a hundred Arabs. 

The tragedy is that the lesson is taking hold and is being 
absorbed, albeit too painfully slowly. Nonetheless day by day 
we are learning the art of cruelty. We are still confused and 
disoriented with the acceleration of events causing a 
psychedelic effect, but underneath is the realisation that this 
inhuman condition too must pass. Since 1967 Israel has 
confiscated— against all principles of the United Nations 
Charter, the Geneva Conventions protecting persons and 
property under occupation, and the general principles of 
international law as well as a host' of other international 
conventions and U.N. Security Council resolutions, 52 per 
cent of the occupied territories, built 139 colonies which it 
calls settlements and is planning to construct an additional 165 
colonies by the year 2010. While now only 61,000 Jews 
occupy these colonies, their number is to increase to 
1,300,000 by thattime. Until early 1985 Israel spent over $22 
billion on these colonies and their “56011111/' arrangements. 
Incidentally, Israel received a little over that sum in military 


and economic aid from the United States alone for the period 
1974-1983. It was heartening, though amazing, that Senator 
Kennedy was in the area last month on yet another 
fact-finding mission. One wonders which facts: those created 
by the Israelis or something else! 

Since 1967, over 19,000 Arab homes— a home is where 
people, including the Arabs live— were demolished by the 
Israeli occupation authorities. Thousands, hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians, young, old, women and children, 
have entered Israeli jails for varied periods. At first the 
Palestinians were called by the Israelis al mukharibin, 
(spoilers). Later their name developed into al irhabiyyeen , 
(terrorists). What a development! Early in 1985 the Israeli 
daily Haaretz reported that Israeli settlers took to pulling out 
trees planted by the Palestinians and just two days before 
Christmas 1986 the Israeli mili tary authorities forbade the 
towns people of Al Khalil from putting their hands in their 
pockets while walking the streets for fear they may have 
knives in them. What is terror and who is terrorising whom? 
Even Abba Eban describes the Palestinian existence under 
occupation as "... bleat, tense, disgruntled, repressed...” 


Effects of Waldheim affair linger 


By David Lewis 

Reuter 

VIENNA — Austria is still 
suffering from the Waldheim 
affair. ■ ■ 

Historians are reminding the 
world of Austria’s record under 
the Nazis and the country’s image 
is poor. 

Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim denies allegations 
made by the New York-based 
World Jewish Congress since 
March that he was involved in war 
crimes by Hitler's army in the 
Balkans. 

But six months after his 
election, the former U.N. chief is 
widely ostracised at home and 
abroad. Many risking politicians 
avoid meeting him and he has 
received no foreign invitations. 

Foreign Minister Peter 
Jankowitsch has to spend much of 
his time brushing up the country's 
tarnished reputation. 

“They are really afraid that if 
the Americans don't like them 
they will stop buying (traditional 
Austrian) loden coats,” one 
Western diplomat explained. 

Accusations that Yugoslavia 
once sought Waldheim for war 
crimes, or that accounts of his life 
omitted important periods of his 
military service, provoked sharp 
criticism abroad. 

So did the indifferent or even 
supportive reaction of many 
Austrians, who elected Waldheim 
by an eight-point margin. 


The U.S. Justice Department is 
considering placing Waldheim on 
a “watch list” of undesirable 
aliens. But if America has 
misgivings about Austria's 
president,' Jankowitsch hopes it 
will take to the younger 
generation. 

The Foreign Ministry 
announced this month that six 
Austrians aged between 18 and 26 
will travel to the United States 
nextyearas “junior ambassadors” 
for their country. 

Co-sponsored by the New 
York-based Austro- American 
Society, each of the six— to be 
selected by an essay competition 
on "Austria of the Future”— will 
spend three weeks in an American 
University. 

A senior Foreign Ministry 
official launching' the scheme 
agreed with a questioner that it 
was a public relations exercise. 
“But we try to advertise with 
truth.” 

Jankowitsch also wrote a 
foreword to a recent book on the 
Austrian resistance between 1938 
— when Hitler annexed the 
country to widespread welcome— 
and 1945. 

And on Nov. 28 he wrote to a 
number of leading historians 
asking them to take up academic 
arms over the country's past as 
hostile media treatment of Austria 
abroad was now filtering through 
to the academic world. 

In the letter obtained by 


Reuters this month, Jankowitsch 
took particular exception to an 
article by British historian Robert 
Knight in the respected Times 
Literary Supplement (TLS) 
entitled "The Waldheim Context: 
Austria and Nazism.” 

He suggested Austrian 
historians write corrective articles 
for journals like the 
London-based TLS and offered 
them support if they wished to 
lecture abroad. 

He insisted his proposals should 
not be misunderstood as part of a 
“public relations” strategy. 
Above all, he said, it was a 
question of preventing a few 
recent incidents being used for 
“grotesque” distortions of 
Austrian history. 

The Waldheim affair has 
already spurred historians and 
sociologists to reopen a chapter of 
history which many Austrian 
politicians and ordinary citizens 
would prefer closed. 

After its annexation in 1938. 
Austria had more Nazi party 
members per capita than 
Germany and more than its share 
of leading war criminals. Yet the 
victorious Allied powers declared 
Austria the first victim of Nazism 
and denazification was pursued 
with less rigour than in Germany. 

Vienna University lecturer 
Emmerich • Talos accuses 
Austrians as a whole of 
suppressing their past and not 
coming to terms with their 


“shared guilt” in the treatment of 
Jews. 

Historian Walter Jambor 
complained at a recent news 
conference that schoolchildren 
were receiving scanty and 
misleading teaching on their 
country’s past. 

And he asked why, if action 
against nuclear pollution or 
exhaust fumes was acceptable In 
Austria, it was unacceptable to 
examine and. exorcise the 
“spiritual pollution” of 
anti-Semitism. 

The Socialist Party accuses the 
Conservative People’s Party 
(OEVP) of stirring up 
anti-Semitism in its campaign 
backing Waldheim for the 
presidency. The OEVP denies foe 
charge. 

This month also saw the 
publication of a book entitled 
“Kurt Waldheim — Victim or 
Wrongdoer.” 

Subtitled “The Background and 
Scenes of a Trial by Media,” it 
purported to be the first scientific 
examination of the Waldheim 
affair. 

Co-author Andreas KhoL a law 
professor who heads the political 
academy of the OEVP, admitted 
under questioning at a news 
conference that at least three of 
foe eight authors were OEVP 
officials. 

Sources dose to the Presklent 
say Waldheim is preparing a book 
of his own to refute all allegations 
against him. 


Mugabe is determined to pursue sanctions 


By Francis Mdlongwa 

Reuter 

HARARE— Zimbabwean Prime 
Minister Robert Mugabe, 
shrugging off threats of reprisals 
on his landlocked nation, has 
vowed to impose sanctions on 
neighbouring South Africa in 
support of global efforts to end 
apartheid in the white-led 
country. 

Mugabe, a vocal critic of South 
Africa's race segregation laws, 
told his nation Thursday night rhat 
J though he could not meet a 
self-imposed Dec. 31 deadline to 
act against Pretoria, a trade 
embargo would be slapped 
“soon” and asked his countrymen 
to brace for hand times ahead. 

Mugabe and Zambian 
President Kenneth Kaunda 
committed themselves to 
implementing before the end of 
19 $6 a limited Commonwealth 
(embargo on Pretoria agreed last 
August, severing air finks and 
trade on steel, fruit and vegetables 
with South Africa. 

The two leaders had been 
expected to make simultaneous 
anno uncement Wednesday night 
on what sanctions they planned to 
impose. But Kaunda did not 
deliver his customary New Year 
address and some regional 
analysts speculated this indicated 
differences between the two men 
on the crucial sanctions issue. 

In bis 45-minute televised 



Robert Mugabe 

speech, delayed for more than two 
hours for unexplained reasons, 
Mugabe said: “The sanctions will 
be implemented soon but now 
obviously no longer at the end of 
December 1986 as earlier 
expected because our task force 
charged with the duty of 
coordinating various relevant 
aspects and areas still needs a little 
more time to complete its task. 

“I shall as soon as this is done, 
announce the sanctions 
commencement, date.” 

Mugabe was referring to a panel 
of government ministers be 
appointed after the August 
Co mm onwealth mini-summit in 
London to probe the effects of 
possible South African retaliation 
against his country. 


Pretoria, southern Africa's 
economic and military giant, has 
made dear it will take punitive- 
action on neighbouring black 
states backing the trade embargo. 
Most of them, including 
Zimbabwe and Zambia, are 
heavily dependent on it 
economically. 

Almost 90 per cent of 
Zimbabwe's imports and exports 
go through South African routes, 
with the remaining 10 per cent 
shipped through neighbouring 
Mozambique. About 60 per cent 
of Zambia'sgoods are transported 
along Pretoria's trade routes. 

Political sources in Zimbabwe's 
capital Harare, said that by 
delaying sanctions Mugabe had 
given his government some 
. “breathing space” to try and map 
out contingency measures, 
including soliciting international 
aid, to neutralise possible effects 
of South African retaliation. 

Mugabe and Kaunda seem to 
have been disappointed by 
countries such as Britain, West 
Germany, France and Japan, 
which have refused to impose 
wide-ranging sanctions on South 
Africa, where they have some of 
tbeir largest foreign investments, 
the sources said. 

The two leaders have stressed 
that their measures alone, without 
backing from the international 
community, could notforce South 
Africa to abolish apartheid or end 
its disputed rule of Namibia 


(South West Africa). 

'But Mugabe declared 
Wednesday night: “As a member 
of foe Commonwealth, Zimbabwe 
must be seen to be playing its part 
in support of the' struggle for 
liberation in both South Africa 
and Namibia. 

South Africa imposed a 
crippling border siege oa the tiny 
kingdom of Lesotho last January 
which triggered the overthrow of 
the rivifiau government of Prime 
Minister Chief Leabua Jonathan 
by right-wing military chiefs. 

“Mugabe has to have 
alternative measures to thwart a 
vety similar situation happening 
to Zimbabwe,” one .source 
commented. ... 

“If there is anything South 
Africa wants now, it is the fall of 
Zimbabwe because it is the leader 
of the black states because of its 
developed industrial and 
economic base,” added the 
source, who spoke on condition he 
would not be named. 

Shortly after Mugabe and 
Kaunda announced they would 
impose sanctions on South Africa 
last year, Pretoria began to slow 
down the movement of their 
goods through its territory in a 
move which' analysts said was a 
clear waning of their economic 
vulnerability if the so-called 
“Lesotho option” were to be 
applied on their landlocked 
nations. 


Israel — an artificial 
American bridgehead 


The following book review, by Dr. 
Ranko Petkovic, is reprinted from 
the Yugoslav Review of 
International Affairs 

— Mirko Klarin and Raul 
TajteJbauxn “Verbal civil war in 
Israel*’ Fartlzanska knjiga, 
Beograd, 1986, 248 pages. 

MIRKO Klarin and Raul 
Tajtelbaum set themselves the 
task of presenting a picture of 
Israel from the inside. It would be 
an understatement to say that by 
this they have filled a’ 
“considerable void” in Yugoslav, 
literature on Israel. Actually this 
book has bridged a gap in our 
knowledge and ideas about the 
state to a rather arid picture of an 
artificially created state and an 
American .bridgehead in the 
Middle East. 

Having in mind that Israel was 
the aggressor in several 
Mid eastern wars, we have been 
constantly informed from various 
quarters about that country's 
adamant and almost racial 
expansionism, while at foe same 
time there was no effort and one 
might say no possibility to present 
a picture enabling more impartial 
and comprehensive insight into 
what is happening in Israel itself. 
This was certainly further 
conduced by foe fact that in 1967 
Yugoslavia severed diplomatic 
relations with Israel because of the 
latter’s aggression on Egypt. No 
one questions that this act was 
justified for it expressed our 
country’s principle of denouncing 
aggression, solidarity with foe 
Arab countries and foe political 
obligation of the members of the 
Non-Aligned movement. 
Notwithstanding however, this 
severance of diplomatic relations 
also curtailed the inflow of 
information from Israel and, to a 
certain measure, reduced 
manoeuvering space for 
Yugoslavia's actions within the 
entire complexity of the Middle 
East. 

la any case, foe book by Mirko 
Klarin and Raul Tajtelbaum has 
come off foe press at a time when 
it is becoming increasingly dear 
that the only ngh t way to settle the 
crisis in this region 
comprehensively and radically is 
to .convene an International 
conference on the Middle Eastern 
whose work all interested parties 
would participate. Israel would be 
one or them. From this aspect, 
more complete knowledge and a 
better conception of the political 
and social rituation in Israel might 
well be induded in foe forfl ung 
range of paving foe way to this end 
at foe same time also creating 
diplomatic' preconditions for 
Yugoslavia's greater contribution 
and direct share in resolving the 
Mideastem problem. Ultimately, 
this book may make it possible for 
Yugoslavia not to enter 
completely unprepared into the' 
inevitable process of resuming 
diplomatic relations with Israel, if 
and when such an international 


conference has been successfully . 
conduded with foe approval of foe 
Non-Aligned Movement and 
Yugoslavia herself whose formula 
of solution provides for foe 
restoration of occupied Arab 
lands, realising the light of the 
Palestinian people to a sovereign 
state under PLO leadership and 
recognition and guarantee of 
national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity .for all 
countries in this area meaning also 
Israel. 

The book by Mirko Klarin and 
Raul Tajtelbaum speaks of 
me etings and talks with prominent 
Israeli politicians, philosophers, 
artists and public workers. These 

Book Review 

are figures who by their name and 
partly by their personality, in their 
answers to the skillful and eager 
questions of Klarin and 
Tajtelbaum, gave a meritorious 
and authentic picture of the 
controversial political and social 
conditions and currents in Israel 
today. 

The first chapter presents an 
interview acquainting readers 
with the background of foe Jewish 
people’s unhappy destiny and foe 
found ing of foe state of Israel. The 
second chapter speaks of 
contemporary times, about Israel 
at foe “crossroads” of war and 
peace, democracy and autocracy,, 
tolerance and violence. In the 
third chapter — “To Utopia and 
back” we can read about Israel's 
miraculous peaceful transition 
from socialism to capitalism. The 
fourth chapter is devoted to the 
sources and consequences of 
Israels conflict or coexistance 
with the Arabs in a land to which 
both claim a right, above all the 
West Bank which the Jews will 
always consider Judea and 
Samara.” In chapter six we see 
that the authors could not travel 
through Israel without meeting' 
the not so numerous, yet 
respected and creative Yugoslav 
emigrants, and so they aptly 
entitled fois'cfaapter“Someof Our 
Kind.” Chapter seven contains a 
glossary, compiled by Eugen 
Vexber, to familiarise readers with 
personalities, institutions and* 
terms occurring in a range from 
Mioses to Peres. 

This is and is not a book of 
interviews, ft is in as much as it 
contains statements by the people 
foe authors talked to, yet it is 
mudi more. The presence of 
Mirko Klarin and Raul 
Tajtelbaum is evident on every 
page, so that this is really their 
book, about Israel written with 
experience, knowledge, 
containing views and facts no 
author of foe best monograph on 
Israel would have been able fo 
present. One might wcU say that 
this is a supreme model of 
journalistic imagination and 
creativity. 
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The British Bank of the Middle East is pleased to announce the opening of 
their new branch at: 

JEBEL AMMAN 

the new fully computerised branch will offer a fast and efficient service to all 
BBME customers. 

A further Automatic Teller Machine has been installed to add our 24 hour 
ETC banking service to this location . 

Jebel Amman Branch 

Second Circle, Omar Bin Khatab St. Tel: 643102, 643106, P.O. Box 2432 


».• '■ ;• .in-” 


<Z> 


member: HongkongBank group 


The British Bank 
oftheMiddleEast 
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Remote West Virginia cave yields 
bones of large Pleistocene cats 





Blaire van Valken burgh (left) and Fred Grady examine a piece pf a 
peccary's pelvis found in Hamilton Cave near Franklin, West 
Virginia. Van Valkenbnrgh led the team studying the cave's 
6 ,000, 000-y ear-old animal remains, especially of big cats that may 
have preyed upon smaller animals such as the peccary (National 
Geographic photo) 


FURNITURE AND CAR FOR SALE 

Household furniture, all American made and in 
excellent condition, for sale. Items included: 

GE 23 cu. ft. ref., GE washer and dryer, gas oven, 
master bedroom with queen size bed. couch, love seat 
and chair, redwood coffee table. 1 920’s antique walnut 
wood dressers, solid oak study desk, dining set, 
complete baby furniture, 20 in. colour 3 system Sony 
TV, 5 system Betamax Sony video, drape, carpet, 1984 
model Opel- Ascona 1.6 and others. 

Tel: 606708 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. open for 3 days only. 


By Boris Weintraub 

National Geographic 

FRANKLIN, West Virginia— The 
big cats all came to the same area 
of the complex underground maze 
known as Hamilton Cave, a few 
miles south of here. Some of them 
died there, too. 

Their remains lay undisturbed 
for about 6Q0.QQQ years, until 
1980, when Fred Grady, a 
Smithsonian lab worker and 
ardent caver, led an exploration 
party into the cave. They found 
beautifully preserved toe bones 
and the lower jaw and teeth of a 
jaguar lying on the ground in the 
damp, dark, J-shaped chamber. 

Jaguar prompts investigation 

Grady’s discovery prompted an 
investigation led by Blaire van 
Valkenburgh, then a graduate 
student at John Hopkins 
University and now an assistant 
professor at UCLA, with the aid 
of Bjom Kurteu, a Finn who is a 
leading authority on large 
Pleistocene fauna. The 
investigation focused on what has 
become one of the major 
collections of large Pleistocene 
animals, especially big cats, in 
eastern North America. 

Among the 53 species of 
animals whose remains were 
found in the cave are a large 
cheetah -like cat, nearly the size of 
a modern lion; two varieties of 
sabre-tooth cat; a bobcat; a 
coyote; two kinds of bears, 
including a now-extinct 
short-faced bear; a free-tailed bat 
common in the south west; and 
pikas, rabbit-like creatures now 
confined to the dry areas of the 
higher Rocky Mountains. 

But the discovery has raised as 
many questions as it has 
answered: 

Since the remains dated to a 
relatively brief period of about 
100,000 years, how could a 
jaguar, which usually is found in 
wooded areas, live alongside a 
cheetah-like cat. which 
presumably would live in open 
grassland? How could a desert bat 
bve near a high-mountain pika? 

Are some of the bones, such as 
those of a peccary, the remains of 
creatures that were prey for other 
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animals? If so, why were they 
brought into the cave? Did any of 
the animals live in Che cave? Or 
did they just go inside for warmth 
on cold days, or to cool off on hot 
days in the cave's constant 
55-degree temperature? 

Why did they go just to this 
4-by-8 metre room and a few 
others nearby, and not into other ; 
underground passages? Why did 
the big cats go into Hamil ton Cave 
and not into two adjacent caves in 
which only the remains of small 
animals have been found? 

Questions of death 1 

How did the cats die? They left 
numerous scratch marks on the 
walls of the cave. Were they 
merely marking territory, or do 
the scratches indicate that they 
tried desperately to get out of the 
cave, and failed? 

And just bow did big cats make 
their way through the ‘maze of 
passages, with ceilings so low that 
humans must sometimes craw] on 
their bellies, in order to reach the 
bone room? Was there another 
entrance, yet undiscovered, that 
some upheaval has closed? 

All these open questions, 
however, don’t dim the 
importance of the find. Van 
Valkenburgh. whose work is 
supported by the National 
Geographic Society, says that the 
cave is significant because “it has 
so many large skeletons and gives 
us a glimpse of what large 
mammals were like in eastern 
North America during this 
period." 

“We really didn't know much 
about it," she says. 

The reason is that fossil remains 
are better preserved in the dry, 
rocky badlands of western North 
America than in the humid air of 
the East. Some remains have been 
found in Florida and in one or two 
other caves in Maryland and 
Kentucky, but few of large 
carnivores like those in Hamilton 
Cave. 

“The assumption has been that 
they were there, but we just didn't 
bave the fossils,*' Van 
Valkenburgh says. 

Inevitably, there were surprises. 
’Jaguars, for example, were 
unexpected so far north. The 
cheetah-like cat also was a 
surprise. Only two species had 
ever !t>eeli : found in ' North' 
Ameritai, 1 ©ne,* ’about"2:S ‘million 
years old? came from Texas; the 
other, about 10,000 years old, 
came from a cave in Wyoming. 
The Hamilton Cave specimen, 
about 600,000 years old, helps fill 
the gap in the evolutionary record. 

The cheetah-like cat is one of 
the most complete^ of the 
discoveries. Also almosfcomplete 
is the jaguar. “If s a lar ©2 jaguar, 
not the largest known bht much 
larger than today’s typical 
jaguar,” Van Valkenburgh says. 
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Paradise Postponed: Friday:, 10:20 

JORDAN TELEVISION CHANNELS NEW. CYCLE PROGRAMMES 


Saturday, Jan. 3, 1987 


8:30 Dad’s Army 

(Comedy Series) 

9:00 Spot Light 

(Local programme) 

9:15 Saturday Variety Show 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 


Sunday, Jan. 4, 1987 * 

■ . 

8:30 Who’s The Boss 

(Comedy Series) 

■ ’ i 

Tony Danza is a single father and live-in housekeeper for Judith 
Light, a single mother and career woman. And when these two get 
together sparks really fly. . 

9:10 The Story of S.O.E. ) 

(Documentary) 


is a bachelor and the owner of the local hairdressing salon— he and 
Martin seldom see eye- to-eye.. . > 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 The Fpiirth. Arpi! • \ 

Starring: Philip t^a yham and Paul Shelley. 

'The fourth arm traces the development of a top-secret mission to 
destroys military complex id northern France used by the Germans 
to stockpile the deadly VI flying bomb, aimed to be launched against 
Britain, during World War Two. •* 

Wednesday, Jan. 7* 1987 


Screening the dirt 


Recent trips to the cave have 
concentrated on bringing out 
much of the dirt from the bone 
room so that it can be screened in 
the laboratory. Such screening can 
disclose many of the small animals 
that inhabited the cave over the 
eons, providing clues to the 
climate and ecology of the area at 
different times: 

On one recent vist, the 13 
members of the caving party 
hauled out more than 30 bags, 
weighing an average of about 20 
pounds each, mostly by passing 
them hand to hand in a sort of 
horizontal bucket brigade from 
rear to front, often with the cavers 
wedged into passages barely 
larger than a human body. 

Once outside and back into the 
bright Appalachian sunlight, the 
bags were carried from the cave 
entrance, on a high bluff 
overlooking a green mountain 
valley, down a narrow twisting 
trail. The trail was blazed by the 
National Speleological ' Society, 
which has purchased the cave at 
Grady's urging. 

The cavers had spent nearly five 
hours in the cave; any animal 1 
remains, the reason for all the 
effort, had been there for as long 
as 600,000 years. 
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The Day the Universe Changed 

Each new scientific discovery has forced mankind to change many of 
its most treasured beliefs. Now, writer-producer James Burke poses 
thisquestion: if past viewsof the universe were valid fortheirtimes, is 
our current view any better, or is it just different? 

Filmed in exotic locations around the world, "The Day The 
Universe Changed” show where today’s perceptions came from — 
and offers a fascinating and challenging glimpse of where we may all 
be going. , 

10:00 News in English 
10:20 Murder, She Wrote. 

Monday, Jan. 5,1987 

8:30 No Place Like Home 

(Comedy) 

9:10 Sandokan 

(New mini series) 

Sandokan, The pirate known as the “Tiger of Malaysia” who 
tries to regain liberty for his homeland. 

10:00 News in English 
10:20 Specials 

The Ballerinas 

A lavish recreation of the golden days of ballet in Paris. * 

Tuesday, Jan. 6, 1987 

8:30 Music Box 

\ 

9r30 Ever Decreasing Circles L 

(New Comedy Series) 

Martin is the chairman of the Residents' Association, the Tennis 
Club Committee, the Motor Cub, the Cricket Club, the Snooker and 
the Darts Clubs and so on . Life for Martin runs like clockwork and in 
his spare time, when he’s finished organising everything, he’s a keen 
DIY enthusiast. 

Ann is a patient and supportive ally but she can! be driven to 
despan by her husband’s hectic routine. Though loyal to Martin, Ann , 
is not immune to the attractions of their neighbour, Paul Ryman. He 


8:30 Three’s Company 

•Skiff The Africans ! 

T Documentary ) 

More than three times the size of Europe, Africa contains over 50 
countrie&and at least 400 million people, who are divided into a great 
variety of groups, each with its own culture, language and history, 
-i/hrf-rf A£frz.$'is a majhr nine-part series that paints a colourful and 
• enth railing pjctureof Africa past and present. From an insider’s point 
of view, the series presenter. Professor Ali Mazrui, examines the 
-Western, Islamic and indigenous influences which today affect evjery 
country on tiro continent*-^. i 

,10:00 News in. English; , . . ' 

10:20 L Bes£teBer - : i: ^ 1 j . i 

AcapTL l r.i«M £ 

CSS JqsgiM .m;A| OOflIV f 

•*“ 8j I 

8:30 Growing Pains 
9:10 Remington Steele 

Convinced that her being a woman might scare off prospective 
clients, private investigator Laura Holt invents a male "boss” and 
names him “Remington Steele." All goes well until her creapon 
shows up. i 

Stephanie Zimbalist stars in the romantic comedy-thriller with 
British actor Pierce Brosnam as the urbane Remington Steele. The 
series also stars James Read as special investigator Murphy Michaels 
and Janet-DeMay as secretaiy Bernice Foxe. .<■ 

10:00 News in English 
10:20 Feature film 


Friday, Jan. 9, 1987 


8:30 Throb 

(Comedy). 


Diana Caoova stars in Throb, the inad-cap. .offbeat, comedy series 
about a divorced mother inher 30s working in the frenzied world oE 
rock music. But will she survive? 

• : 'I 

9:10 Falcon Crest ■ 

10:00 News > -in English 1 I' 

10:20 Paradise Postponed I 

(Drama Series) . ( 

Starring: Michael- Hordern, Annette Crosbie . 

Was the Reverend Simeon Simcox a lunatic or a Saint? Why, a 
life-long Socialist, did the rector of Rapstone Fanner bequeath his 
not inconsiderable fortune to a Conservative cabinet minister, a local 
lad made good? ; 

Henry » the. elder Simcox son, seeks, the answers in. his family past in 
the heart of the Oxfordshire countryside. .From the squire on thelhiU 
to the poacher in the woods, the lives of the inhabitants of Rapstbne 
Fanner and surrounding parishes unfold in extended flashback?, as 
’ Henry moves closer’ to understanding his father’s legacy. • 
And when the secret is finally revealed, a further, enigma is 
unveiled, showing that oo thing about the rector of Rapstone Fanner 
can be taken for'granted. _ 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JAN. I, 19 ST 

GENERAL .TENDENCIES; A day to consider yodr 
nnfa]ue and mnuiul goab.for the New Year. Think of 
the best way» and nkens to im them. . 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Go oyer your Sst erf 
friends and know whidtare best to ratafn. Spend some 
time with these people. ' 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Make plans to gain your 
ambitions daring' this new . year. . Rnthwirfawm is 
important. 

GE MINI (May 21 to June 21) Any n e w: co ur ses of ac- 
thm you have in mind should be expanded now. Set op 
s schedule. • 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jill. 21) Get a plan 
worked out that can make it easier for you to handle 
reopooBlbffitfoa: 

LEO (Jut 22 to Aug. 21) Try to please your outside : 
associates more. Improve your handling oldvie mat* 
ten. Be calm and happy. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Set up a schedule to 
utilise modem eontveniencea more wisely .Get better 
results this way. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Got your finest talents 
improved so that you can'use them moire profitably in 
the fixture. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Study your home cm 
this Erst day of the new year and see what needs 
improv eme nt 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A fine day for 
making phone calls and handlin g corre sp ondence that 
is necessary. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Plan how to have 
greater abundance. Arrange yomr budget and assets 
wisely. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) A good day to get 
your appearance improved. Dash, out sodaDyin a regal 
manner. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 2 (3 Get those personal duties 
hand led ao that later you Can. go out' with greater 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY— hu or she will 
be one of thoae diarnaiug young persons who can never 
do anything quite like other children do, ao give this 
child free rein to use Ms, or her, unusual methods. Show 
a lot of ■ fle c ti o n for this one, 

FORECAST FOR FRttAY, JAR. t, IBS7 

GENERAL TENDENC IBS: An excellent day and 
evening for you to proceed with the original and pro* 
gressive plana that appeal to you. Branch out in near 
fields for greeter headway'. " / - 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Plan to meet with your 
best friends. Make new friends through those friends 
whose qualities yon desire. " 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Contact those with 
power who can help you attain your finest ambitious. 
State your plans clearly. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Gafarnew allfes whose 
background is quite different to your own. A fine part* 
nership c*n be fanned. 

MOON CHILDREN (JUne 22 to Jid. 21) Get your 
business operating on a moraniodeni faivel and get bet- 
ter results. ■ • 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug: 21) Add newaffies to your pre- 
sent associations. Get your image improved and gain 
more public prestige. *[ . 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) A good day to find new 
mechanisms for bringing you greater efficiency.. Make 
the future brighter for aJL 
LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Seek tboee pleasures that 
your truly tike. Stop proc ras tinating and enjoy them. 
Buy a gift for your mate. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)You have delayed handl- 
ing new interests to find a better method, but now go 

■IimiI with rnnfiAnra. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. tl) A day to have 
fine communication with others. Be- courteous and ce- 
ment better relations. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A find dayior mak- 
ing improvements to ypur borne. Study your newspaper 
and other periodicals as wdL 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be courageous in go- 
ing after your personal aims and they are aoonyours. 
See your good friends and be dmy B hft 
PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get out of that nxt you 
have gotten into and get into near in te rest s that are 
fascinating and prafltabfa 
IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY _ heot she wffl 
adhere to the standard, but Wifl. be interested in 
whatever is modern. Give a fine comae of educa t io n that 
wiH bring out the fine talents here. If you g i v e yoU r cUd 
freedom, you will avoid a tendency In tfafii ooe to become 
rebellious. 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JAN. 3, IMT 

GENERAL TENDENCIES:.!!* morning finds you 
able to put some zip and test into your usual Saturday 
activities while toe afternoon brings conservative ways 
to achieve treasured goals. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Befog with good friends 
can bring much defight, but don’t forget about the one 
you love. Have ro m antic fun. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Contact those who can 
assist you with career advancement. AnypubBc work 
should be handled later. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Handto out-of-town af- 
fairs. Plan to see a charmer later on. Be with congenial* 
tonight and be happy. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Put some zip 
into business matters. Find a thoughtful gift for your 
mate which can bring ha pp in ess. . 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Showing your finest talents 
is wise. A clever person can give you foe ideas to utifiae 
later. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Find a more modern way 
of handling regular practical affaire. Your mate can 
bring you joy and happiness. 

LffiRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Seek pleasure in the morn- 
ing, but later finish some riaky aoefid plana you havo 
been making; 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Ffod some way that 
<rrn you* family more. Work on some long-ranga 

project that interests you. '' 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Plan how to 
answer important matters with a latter. Get in touch 
with one who has valuable info rmat i o n,. • . 

CAPRICORN {Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be csrefalm spend- 
ing. Try to save your money so that yoocan feet more 

^AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19)Tfa d^yiafi ne for er- 
p ressing your unusual views. OUwdfl humovUt my not 

20 to Mar. 2fl) Study into Inspiring new 


rT. ff'l a rm ■ v< ■ -...m*! 


IS BORN TODAY - he or she will 
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Snooker —the pot of 
gold in potting 

Barry fieam nuts a stable of top U.K. snooker players. Philip Coggan 
explains bow they generate the cash at the end o f the green baize 






Bullfighters risk theft Wes and take the bull's life for audience applause (Ffle photos). 

Winter brings leaner times 
to famous bullfighters of Spain 


% Francois Raitberger 

Reuter 

MADRID — Spain's bull rings 
dose down in winter, providing 
-relief tot the bulls but making it a 
’ lean season for the men who fight 
them. 

Except for top bullfighters who 
travel to South America or relax 
on their estates, the heroes of the 
rings generally have to look for 
jobs to see them through until the 
spring. 

“And believe yon me, it is not 
easy in a country with over 20 per 
cent unemployed,” said assistant 
bullfighter Pedro Giraldo. 

In winter, most of the fighters 
must remove the glamorous suit of 
lights they wear in die ring and 
doo ordinary working dothes. 

Many drive taxis, some defiver 
milk, become waiters or 
bricklayers or look after cattle. 

Others are travelling salesmen, 
taking advantage of the contacts 
they have made while 
criss-crossing Spain during the 
fighting season. 

Giraldo said be was lucky that a 
friend gave him a job in his 
mechanics workshop. “He took 
me mi only because he liked 
bullfighting,” he said. 

“Those who find nothing touch 
their friends- for some pesetas to 
keep going,*’ said bullfighter 


Lack) Sand in. 

Saodin, a promising 
23-year-old , is one of the very few 
who use the winter season to 
study. Gored and blinded in one 
eye, he is studying at university to 
become, an optician. - 

Bullfighters are paid by the 
fight. They earn nothmg when idle 
and are not entitled to 
unemployment benefits. Only a 
few have savings. 

Sand in said he was left with 
about 5421)00 a year after paying 
off his assistants. Giraldo, a 
banderiHero who sticks decorated 
darts into the bull, said he earned 


about $11,000 for the season. 

At one time, many Spanish 
bullfighters and assistants went in 
winter to perform in Latin 
American countries which have 
kept the tradition — mainly 
Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru 
and Venezuela. 

But the region's foreign debt 
and economic crisis had made the 
trip hardly profitable, bullfight 
critic Bill Lyon said. 

“It is worthwhile only for the 
very top bullfighters assured of big 
contracts, or for those who are 
desperate for a contract and hope 
for a last chance,” be said. 



The final moments of a typical bullfight (F3e photo) 


Sandin' said fees in Latin 
America were now often paid in 
local currency rather than in 
dollars, and could be lower than 
1 0 years ago although costs 
involved in the trip had gone up 
sharply. 

Lyon said that Spain’s 220 
bullfighters. 500 novilleros — 
junior bullfighters who take on 
young bulls— and 800 assistants 
never cut off totally from 
bullfighting even in winter. 

They take part in unpaid trials 
where farmers select the most 
aggressive cows to breed the best 
combat bulls, and gather in public 
parks for endless sessions of toreo 
de salon (sitting-room 
bullfighting). 

Sandin, sufficiently 
highly-placed in the bullfighting 
hierarchy to have wealthy friends, 
said that from January to March 
he would stay at a friend's bull 
farm to train for the next season. 

In the evenings he would study, 
and during the days would jog for 
endurance, do gymnastics for 
flexibility and practise 
concentration, “a talent vital in 
the ring.” 

He would also train on bulls 
unfit to be sold for a public 
bullfight. “They cost S2.000. half 
the price of a good bulL And you 
can sell the meat,” he said. 


Experts still back contraceptive pill 



By Joanne Barry 

MEDICAL specialists are 
continuing to support the 
combined contraceptive pill in 
spite of conflicting evidence of a 
possible fink with breast cancer. 

A new study by the Swedish 
Cancer Society - m Stockholm 
suggesting a relationship be t ween 
the pill and breast cancer could 
spell serious consequences for the 
estimated 50 million users of the 
contraceptive worldwide. But a 
New Zealand study published 
simultaneously has contradicted 
the Swedish research concluding 
that there is no link with breast 
cancer. 

Now doctors are striving to 
prevent panic in the current 
cl ai mate of uncertainty by 
pointing to earlier research which 
has been g ene r ally reassuring, 
including the largest ever study on 
breast cancer and the piQ which 
was carried out earlier this year in 
the United States fay the Centres 
for Disease Control and the 
National Institute for Health. 

This research — called the 
Cancer and Steroid Hormone 
Study (CASH) — found no fink 
between oral contraceptives and 
breast cancer in general or among 
any specific group — including 
that erf young women. 

In contrast, the case-control 
study published on Sept. 30- by 
tire Stockholm-based Otav Meirik 
and colleagues in the British 
journal, The Lancert, suggests an 
'association between the pill and. 
breast cancer among women in 
Norway and Sweden who have 
used the pfil for eight years or 
more before their first foU-term 
pregnancy, or for over 12 years in 
total 

But a population-based 
case-control study carried out' in 
New Zealand and published in the 
same day in the British Medical 
Journal fay Charlotte Paul and 
coDeagues, found no such link. 

Specialists have praised both 
new studies for being 
well-conducted and have tried to 


pomtmg to variations in pill use 
aid dosage over foe years in 
e fiffcteul countries. 

Professor Malcolm Pike, of 
Britain's Imperial Cancer 
Research Rmd in Oxford, whose 
own study in 1983 also found an 
increased risk among young 
tong-term users of some types of 
pfli, criticised the Swedish 
research for fiufing to distinguish 
between different brands. 

Df. Sheelagh BiddeD, chairman 
of Britain’s National A ssociation 
of Family Planning Doctors, and 
Dr. Angela MflJs, medical officer 
of Britain’s Family Planning 
Association, said m a joint 
statement that there was 
insufficient evidence to change 
current practice in p rescribing 
combined oral contraceptives. 

.A British Medical Journal 
editorial on Sept 20 summed up: 


We cannot say with any certainty 
that the pfll used for long periods 
early in reproductive fife is, or is 
not, associated with change in the 
risk of breast cancer.” 

■ So foe fact is that no one is sure 
precisely why the findings of the 
two latest studies differed so 
dramatically and where the truth 
really Ees. The obvious solution, 
everyone agrees, must come from 
continued research. 

The chairman of Britain’s 
Committee on Safety of 
Medicines, Sir Abraham 
Goldberg, said as much in a letter 
to tire British Medical Journal and 
The Lancet. While each of the new 
studies was commendable, he 
said, neither could reach “an 
acceptable conclusion because 
there are important aspects of the 
problem, such as the effects of 
very long latency periods, which 


must remain under continued 
study.” 

However, he. also drew 
attention to the American CASH' 
study, which showed “that the 
duration of oral contraceptive use 
did not influence the risk of breast 
cancer.” Both the Dew studies, he 
said, had to be viewed against the 
background of this “very much 
larger” undertaking which 
surveyed 4,711 women .-'ith 
breast cancer, compared with only 
422 in Me ink’s study and 433 in 
PauTs research. 

The same line was taken by the 
International Planned 
Parenthood Federation (IPPF), a 
major supplier of contraceptives 
around the world, and with 
member family planning 
associations in 123 countries. 

In a press statement, IPPF 
called for continued research and 


backed Sir Abraham Goldberg’s 
appeal rut to alter prescribing 
practices at this stage. However.it 
(fid advise women to take the 
lowest posstole effective dosage in 
line with earlier recommendations 
of its International Medical 
Advisory Panel. 

Britain’s Committee on Safety 
of Medicines plans to conduct an 
in-depth study of the latest pin 
findings and IPPF s medical panel 
wfll shortly undertake a review of 
all new information on oral 
contraceptives. Until further 
, evidence comes to light, the reality 
for minions of women facing 
impaired health, social and 
economic deprivation or death 
from unwanted or dangerous 
pregnancies, is that the piU 
remains the most reliable, 
well-researched contraceptive 
available — People Feature - 


LONDON — Friends thought 
Barry Hearn was crazy when he 
boughtachain of snooker hails 13 
years ago. Today, snooker is 
Britain’s most popular TV sport. 
Adorning the wall of Hearn's 
smart Romford office, east of 
London's East End, is a cheque 
from Courage, the UJC. brewery, 
for a million pounds made out to 
his protege, Steve Davis. It seems 
the whole world has gone 
“snooker loopy ” 

Hearn’s Matdiroom stable of 
snooker players includes seven of 
the world's top 13 from the 
consistent Davis and the 
wise-cracking Irishman Dennis 
Taylor to “Whirlwind” Jimmy 
White. More likely than not, when 
snooker fmals are causing late 
nights and square eyes from TV 
among snooker fans, Hearn's 
players will be involved.This is the 
kind of industry domination that 
in another sphere would lead to an 
investigation by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. And it 
gives Hearn’s group a lot of 
earning power. 

As Hearn explains, revenue 
comes from four sources. ‘ ‘First of 
all, there’s the prize money. It’s 
chicken and egg. Without that, 
you can't get the rest — personal 
appearance money, product 
endorsements, and spin-offs like 
books and records." The better 
the player, the lower the 
proportion of prize money within 
the overall takings. Steve Davis 
has the best ratio — one to two. 

If there is a slight trace of 
paternal pride in Hearn’s voice 
when be refers to Davis, it is not 
surprising. The lad from 
Plumstead, south east London, 
was an amateur when Hearn met 
him in 1976 and he has been with 
him as friend and manager ever 
since. 

As the snooker boom took off in 
the late 1970s, and Davis began to 
master his sport, winning his first 
big title in 1980. Hearn gradually ' 
cottoned on to the game's 
potential. “It was a long learning 
process,” he recalls, “both for 
Steve on the table and for me. off 
it” 

At first, Hearn concentrated on 
two sponsors. Courage and the 
snooker table manufacturer, Riley 
Leisure, which bought his original 
company, Lucan ia Snooker Clubs r 
in 1982. Realising that other 
snooker players were on die 
look-out for managers, he formed 
Match room in 1982, quickly 
adding Terry Griffiths and Tony 
Me© to his stable. 

All the players' income goes 
direct to Matdiroom — wholly 
owned by Hearn —which takes 20 
per cent to cover overheads, and. 
of course, Hearn’s profit. Each 
player is in coipo rated as a limited 
company to provide some tax 
shelter, and all their tax planning 
and accounts are handled by 
Matdiroom. "Steve Davis .has 
three companies," adds Hearn, 
"one for his investments, one for 
his earnings and one for his 
promotional activities." 

Hearn qualified as an 
accountant in 1970 and spent 
three years at Thomson 
McLintock before moving into the 
snooker business, so he feds no 


qualms about taking almost 
complete financial control over his 
players’ finances. "I handle all 
their bank accounts.” he says with 
a grin, “and if they want to buy 
something, they give me a call.” 

It may sound a trifle tyrannical, 
but Hearn appears to be a 
benevolent despot, as his 
ever-lengthening roster of playere 
seems to prove. “I don’t think 
there's a player who goes without 
anything he wants," he adds. 
“They appreciate an ordered 
life.” 

With all those tournaments and 
exhibitions to organise. Hearn 
works along day. When 1 met him, 
he was bleary-eyed after a grand 
prix competition victoiy by J immy 
White the previous night. “That 
will put Jimmy's fee up to £2,500 
($3,600) an evening," he said 
enthusiastically. Nowadays those 
kinds of fees are no longer earned 
from the old round erf working 
men’s clubs, but from 
businessmen entertaining clients 
eager to meet, and play against, 
their heroes. 

Knowing where and when his 
players are supposed to be is the 
stuff of Hearn's working life. “I 
dream itineraries,” he says. In the 
early autumn he had drawn up 
detailed plans for each player to 
take them through until 
Christmas. “We have outline 
plans for the whole of iy87.” he 
adds. 

Hearn's nightmare is a missed 
engagement. “We have o 
reputation for performing on 
time ” he says. “If we make j 
mistake in our itineraiy, a player 
can be eliminated from a 
tournament and Matchroom can 
be sued.” Even the best laid plans 
can go wrong, as Tony Meo 
discovered when his car had a tyre 
blow-out. He was docked two 
frames in the match for lateness, 
but he stQJ won. 

Recalling an incident which 
highlights the problems he faces 
with his stable, when they were 
about to fly off to a tournament, 
Hearn says: “One can't find his 
passport, one is delayed because 
of an accident in Manchester and 
one is lying in bed because he 
thinks the plane will be late.” 

Keeping the playeis happy 
involves a lot more than ensuring 
the travel arrangements go 
s moodily. With seven people on 
die road together for long periods 
ata stretch, there is a great risk erf 
clashing egos. 

Hearn believes there is a let of 
jargon talked about man 
management. “It's important to 
understand that everyone's 
different," he says, “but above all, 
the players know that while 
they're in charge on the table. I’m 
in diaxge off it." 

Outside the majors. Ream feels 
free to exploit his group’s 
potential. In October, he 
announced the formation of an 
eight-man league — his players 
plus Cliff Thorbum — with 
Rothmans sponsoring to the tune 
of £500,000 over two years. Not a 
bad business proposition, 
considering chat seven-eighths of 
the prize money is likely to come 
to Matchroom. 

— Financial Times feature. 


NOW 70 YEARS 

ON THE RQ\DTO PERFECTION 


Ty^****flA ‘\7' 0IU 8116 at the happy faces of the 

' * I pioneers who were responsible lor a 

landmark in Japan's industrial history: the 
^ 1917 Mitsubishi Modcl-A, the country's first 

series-production passenger car. Like a pre- 
oous work of art, the Mitsubishi 
BOKonon engineers produced the ModekA 
with meticulous care, and coated its wooden body with 
traditional Oriental lacquer. And to its builders, it 
was very advanced, incorporating as it did the very c ■ 
best materials and technology available at the time, j t 
In fact, the car was the pride and joy of lh« Mitsubishi gluaMI 


pioneers, though we doubt any of them 

could have imagined the spiritual infltt- 

ence the Model-A would have over the 

Mitsubishi products that followed. — ‘ Wr V, ' n y. J 

O ver the years. Mitsubishi engineers have lived up to the 
example set by their predecessors, building a reputation for 
innovation and quality and establishing a tradition or firsts for the 
company— producing japan's first diesel bus and 4WD diesel pas- 
senger car, for example. 

A nd today, our engineers have access to the knowhow and tech- 
nologies developed by other Mitsubishi companies, many of 
them leaders in their field, that gives us an added advantage. Take 


the Mitsubishi MP-9QX. which incorporates the latest aerodynamic, 
electronic and materials technologies. This 
prototype for the automotive future was 
conceived to provide the ultimate 
benefits that the drivers of the 
world will soon be enjoying. 

I n design and engineering. 

Mitsubishi Motors is carry- 
ing on with the same pioneer- 
ing spirit it had 70 vears ago. 

S i N C E 1 9 1 7 










Nicholas comes alive to 
score two for Arsenal 


LONDON (AP) — Scottish international Charlie 
Nicholas ended a personal goal famine as he struck 
twice for Arsenal against Wimbledon in a 3-1 
triumph that maintained the north London dub’s 
four-point lead in the English soccer standings. 


Nicholas, who had not scored 
since the opening day of the 
season last August, began 1987 in 
spectacular style as he also played 
a part in his team’s other goal. 


teen-age striker. Phil' Starbuck, 
who scored on his home debut. 

Tottenham Hotspur's push for 
the tide gained momentum with a 
hard-earned 2-0 victory at 


Arsenal’s clear-eup victory -Charlton Athletic. Belgian 


Thursday extended its unbeaten 
streak to 18 games and enabled h 
to stay clear of Everton, which 
trimmed struggling Aston VQla 
3-0. 

Second half goals by Alan 
Harper, Trevor Steven and Kevin 
Sheedy took Everton’ s tally over 
the Christmas-New Year holiday 
period to 12 from three games. 

Champion Liverpool remained 
third, but needed a late strike by 
its Italy-bound striker, Ian Rush, 
to gain a point at fourth -placed 
Nottingham Forest. 

Rush made it 1-1 with three 
minutes remaining after Forest 
had held the lead through its 


international striker Nieo Qaesen 
scored Tottenham’s first as his 
side c limb ed to fifth in the 
standings. 

The biggest crowd of the day, 
43,000, saw Manchester United 
continue its ctimb away from the 
lower reaches of the standings 
with a 4-1 triumph over struggling 
Newcastle United. 

Danish star Jesper Olsen was oa 
the mark for Manchester, which 
was helped on its way by an early 
goal by Newcastle's Peter 
Jackson. 

West Ham United reversed a 
slide by beating bottom dub 
Leicester City by the same score. 


New Zealand, Stars and Stripes in finals 

FREMANTLE, Australia (AP)— challenger trials began last Both USA and Stars and Stripes 

New Zealand and Stars and October— a first-round defeat at flew protest flags during the race, 
Stripes both completed sweeps in the hands of Stars and Stripes. but the protests were not officially 


FREMANTLE, Australia (AP)— 
New Zealand and Stars and 
- ' Stripes both completed sweeps in 
. the America's Cup challenger 
semifinals Friday and will meet in 
1 ' the finals. 

New Zealand completed its 
four-race sweep of French Kiss 
‘-with a resounding 2-minute, 
'' 44-second triumph. New Zealand, 
-'skippered by Chris Dickson, has 
1 lost only once in 38 races since the 


challenger trials began last 
October— a first-round defeat at 
the hands of Stars and Stripes. 

Stars and Stripes, the San Diego 
Yacht Oidr entry skippered by 
Dennis Conner, beat USA by 43 
seconds to win for tbe fourth 
straight time against the San 
Francisco-based boat piloted by 
Conner's long-time rival. Tom 
Bladkailer. Stars and Stripes has 
won 31 of its 38 races. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A ground-floor furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms, 
sitting room, salon, kitchen, bathroom, and glassed veranda with 
central heating and telephone. The apartment is surrounded by a 
garden. 

Location: Jabai Amman, Um Uthaina suburb, northeast of Amra 
Hotel and in a quietarea. Apartment is ready for immediate renting to 
the tenant. Annual rent required JD 3,500. 

Call the landlord, tel: 623725 from 9 a jn. to 1:30 p.m. and tel: 811068 
after 7 pjn. 


^ INTERNATIONAL VS 
I BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 1 



Applications are Invited from experienced teachers or 
recent graduates, for teaching posts fan the following 
subjects, in which vacancies may possibly arise for 
September 1987. 

Arabic (including Arabk/Engtish translation) grades 
7-12 

Arabic as a foreign language 

Junior School Arabic (grades 1-6, with social studies 
and Islamic religion) 

Islamic Studies (m English, for GCE ‘O’ level) 

English language and literature (for GCE ‘O’ and ‘A’ 
level and IB) 

English as a foreign lang uage 

Junior School (grades 1-6) and Kindergarten English. 

Mathematics (m Arabic and English) 

Chemistry (in Arabic and English) grades 7-12 

Biology (in Arabic and English) grades 7-12 

Physics (in Arabic and English) grades 7-12 

Technology (mdudmg electronics and co m p uti ng: 
Arabic mi d/or English) 

History (m English, to GCE ‘O’ and ‘A 5 level and IB) 

Geography (hi English, to GCE ‘O’ and 4 A* level and 
IB) 

French (including EngUsh/Frimcli translation) 

Christian religion (in English) 


| The school is especially interested in receiving 
•*N applications from candidates with experience in 
r careers counselling. 

. | Preparatory training courses in Britain may be offered 
I to selected successful candidates. 

L Application forms are available from the 
sjv school from Jan. 3, 1987 and should be 
~ Imi returned by Wednesday Jan. 14, 1987. fff\ 


flew protest flags during the race, 
but the protests were not officially 
filed. 

The challenger finals are slated 
to start Jan. 13. 

The Stars and Stripes-USA 
match was dose throughout, with 
Conner never leading by more 
than 26 seconds until the final 
beat. 

Stars and Stripes had a 
one-second edge at the start and 
stretched it to 26 seconds at die 
first buoy. USA cut four seconds 
off the lead on die downward leg 
and the margin remained 
unchanged on the next beat. 

It was on the reaching leg that 
USA suddenly came to life and 
trailed by only 13 seconds at the 
buoy. It overtook Stars and 
Stripes, only to lose the lead on die 
protested tack. 

Conner led at the next 
downwind mark by II seconds 
and then added 11 more to his 
lead on the third windward leg. 

USA managed to close tbe 
margin to 19 seconds on the final 
run only to lose 22 seconds going 
for die finish line. 

The races were delayed one 
hour, 35 minutes by fight weather 
and, when die. gun wpnt off die 
breezes. wgre,pnly between eight i 
.and 10 knots. 'The ; winds 1 
continued to build during tbe race 
and by the time the boats headed j 
for the bam, they were up to 22 
knots. 

In the defender trials. 
Kookaburra in took advantage of 
a broken mainsail to beat 
Australia IV and pull into a tie for 
first place. 

Colin Beasfael and Australia IV 
held a 54-second margin going 
into the final leg — but then the 
mamma came tumbling down. It 
was qukkly repaired and hoisted, 
but lam Murray and Kookaburra 
HI grabbed the lead and crossed 
die finish fine 17 seconds ahead. 

Kookaburra III takes on 
Steak’ll Kidney Saturday, while 
Kookaburra IT tangles with 
Australia IV. 


Paris-Dakar rallyists 
embark for Algiers 


Bowl roundup 


while Chelsea moved further away 
from tbe danger 2 o oc by downing 
Queens Park Rangers 3-1. 

Another 3-1 triumph went to 
Oxford United over 
Southampton, which had fullback 
Gerry Fbrrest sent off for a fouL 

Luton Town won 1-0 at 
Coventry City’ while the ■ two 
re maining First Division games — 
Sheffield Wednesday against 
Norwich City and Watford against 
Manchester City— both were tied 
1 - 1 . 

'Paul Hart, a defender with 
Second Division Birmingham 
City, had a disastrous start to tbe 
New Year. The day after be signed 
far the central English team, he 
broke a leg after 38 minutes of his 
debut against Plymouth Argyle. 
Birmingham wo.n 3-2. 

In Scotland, Glasgow Rangers 
beat Arch Rival, Celtic, 2-0 at 
home to close die gap on the 
champion. Rangers, who have 
spent some £2 million ($2.8 
million) on English players to 
strengthen die team, cut Celtic's 
lead to three points. Rangers also 
have a game in hand. 


BARCELONA, Spain (AP) - 
Motorcycles, cars, trucks' and 
participants in the ninth 
Paris-Dakar Rally boarded three 
ferries Friday morning to travel to 
Algiers and continue the 23-day, 
■12,000-kiIometre event 

Fiance’s GiUes Lalay, riding a 
Honda, . was the first of the 494 
partkanants to arrive in Bara ton 
eady Friday on the first leg of 
1,200 kilometres from Versailles, 
near Paris. 

The next to arrive was France's 
Hubert Auriol and Belgium's 
Gaston Rahier, both on BMWs, 
followed by Teo De Ropy of The 
Netherlands, driving his huge 
truck DAF. 

All teams of 73 trucks, 143 


Mandlikova to meet 
Sukova in semifinals 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) - 
Top-seeded Hana Mandlikova of 
Czechoslovakia scored a straight 
sets victory over Canadian 
teenager Helen Kelesi Friday to 
move into the se mifinals of the 
women’s tennis tournament at 
Brisbane’s Milton Courts. 

MandEkova, ranked fourth in 
the world, downed Kelesi 6-3, 6-3 
in the quarterfinals. 

She next will face third-seeded 
compatriot Helena Sukova. a 7-5, 
6-3 victor over Rosalyn Farrbank 
of South Africa. 

Fanbank squandered a set point 
before losing the first set and was 
overrun in the second. 

The other semifinal will feature 


Pam Sfariver against fellow 
American Betsy Nagebea. 

, The second-seeded Shriver 
breezed past West German 
Eva.Pfaff 6-3, 6-4 in her 
quarterfinal match, while 
Nagelsen kept up her fine ran by 
defeating Australian Elizabeth 
Smyfie 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Nagelsen used chip-and-charge 
tactics against Smyfie. 

; “I made a conscious decision to 
get in and hit the ball harder and 
earlier,” Nagelsen said. “1 didn’t 
want to get into any rallies with 
fier.” . 

! The semfimals will be played 
Saturday with the final slated for 
Sunday afternoon. 


Norman is man to beat 
on 1987 U.S. golf tour 


By John Pne 

Reuter 

LOS ANGELES (R) - Greg 
Norman, who collected a riacnlmg . 
1 .8 milli on dollars last year, looks 
for more rich pickings with the 
start next week of the 1987 U.S. 
golf tour where a record $30 
million is up for grabs. 

Now based in Florida, the 
Australian also believes he can 
become the first man to complete 
the “Grand Slam” of golf with 
victories in the four majors. 

Norman sak|: "I wanted the 
British OpcnTio be my first major, 
because Ilfs the world open.” 

“I wirfiTd. won- all four majors; 

but thercS’n^monkey on my back 

because -T didn't. I'm convinced 
the Grand Siam is possible. Tm 
not going to say Til do it this year, 
but the possibility is there.” 

The greatest challenge to 
Norman in die UJS.and round the 
globe is likely to come from 
Severiano Ballesteros, who is 
returning to play nine 
tournaments in America after his 
suspension last year. 

But Jack Nicklaus wfll reduce 
his schedule following a stirring 
18th major championship victory 
in the Masters last April. 

The new season opens on Jan. 7 
in CaraUrad, California, with the 
$600,000 Tournament of 
Champions bringing together 
Norman, Nicklaus and some 30 
other players who won 
tournaments last year, including 


tide-holder Calvin Feete. 

Norman emerged as tbe game’s 
most do minan t force in 1986 by 
becoming the first golfer to earn 
more than $1 million in a season. 
Hie won the British Open and led., 
die three other majors — this 
Masters, US. Open and PGA 
Championship — after three 
rounds. 

With a total of 10 tournament 
victories around the world, 
Norman earned a record $1.8 
milfiOn in prize money and 
became tlte first golfer to head the 
iLLS., Eu ro p ean and Australian 
money standings m one year. 

... Widi a record $653^96, he also 





THE CROWN PRINCE’S 
AWARD 

The Crown Prince’s Award Programme invites 
applications for the post of 
administrator/secretary. Candidates must be 
fluent in Arabic and English, must be able to 
type in both languages (word processing 
experience is an advantage), must have general 
administrative experience, and must be 
accustomed to working independently. 

Please address a detailed letter of application in 
your second language to Miss Samar KHdani, 
National Coordinator, at the International 
Baccalaureate School, P.O. Box 441, SweOeh, 
(telephone 845572). Your letter should be 

g|| accompanied by a full CV and the 

names of three referees. mSM** 





top. the CJJS. money fist since - 
South African Gaiy Player in 
1961 — even though he left the 
UJS. tour in early August. 

Money list runner-up Bob 
Tway, who snatched toe PGA 
Championship from Norman by 
holing a bunker shot at the final 
green, finished about $500 short 
despite playing seven more U5. 
tou rn a m e n ts following Norman’s 
depar ture . 

“I think be (Norman) is the next 
big star,” said Nicklaus, who at 46 
became the oldest golfer ever to 
win the Masters when he staged a . 
record sixth triumph at Augusta. 

“ He grew up playing on poorly 
main tamed courses overseas and 
developed an adaptable game that 
inost of our young players lack. He 
was high in both the driving and 
patting statistics last year, and 
that’s an impressive combination. 
His best yean should be ahead of 
him.” 

Nicklaus played 16 events in 
1986, not including appearances 
in Scotland, Australia mid Japan, 
but plans to cut back his 
tountameaitschedtile to arOund 10 
this year, concentrating on toe 
majors that start with the Masters 
on April 9. 


Oklahoma triumphs in Orange Bowl 


motorcycles and 282 cars arrived 
in Barcelona within the 20 bouts 
set by die organisers to cover the 
stew from Versailles. 

Finland’s Ari Vataneo, an 
international rallyist, was 
penalised by 2 minutes because he 
tod a flat tircand received help 
repairing it from spectators. 

The car driven by Jacky Drcx of 
Belgium developed trouble in the 
first kilometres, delaying his 
arrival in Barcelona for some 
boms. 

This year’s race wfll cad in the 
Atlantic Beach of Dakar Jan. 22. 
The course runs through tbe 
deserts of Algeria, Nigeria, Mali, 
Mauritania and Senegal. 


NEW YORK (AP)— Oklahoma 
TOnitsnmtostraightgame with an 
awesome display of offensive and 
defensive power Thursday night, 
routing Arkansas 42-8 in tbe 
Orange Bowl. 

Spacer TiUman ran 77 and 21 
yards for touchdowns and no. 3 
Oklahoma's defence came up with 
five turnovers against beleaguered 
Arkansas. 

Tillinaii, a senior halfback who 
ran for 109 yards, scored twice in 
the second quarter, and 
quarterback Jamelle Ho lieway 
added touchdown runs of two and 
four yards in toe third period as 
the Soonejrs, built a commanding 
28-0 lead. 

The Oklahoma defence was 
dominant Thursday, even without 
all-American linebacker Brian 
Bosworth, who was barred from 
playing after testing positive for 
steroid use. 

One year ago, the Sooners won 
the national title with a 25-10 
victory over Peon State in the 
Orange Bowl. This time, no. 2 
Penn State wfll be in Friday night’s 
Fiesta Bowl, playing no. 1 Miami 
for the college football 

champ io nship . 

■ The Padfic-lO’s mastery of the 
Big Ten in the Rose Bowl 


continued as seventh-ranked touchdown, and Jeff Burger threw 
Arizona State beat no. 4 Michigan a 3-yaxd scoring pass, for Auburn, 

22-15, giving the West Coast hs . spo&igTedToDnerislastgameas 
12th victoiy in toe last 13 New coach of the Trojans. 


Year's Day classics. 

Id toe other New Yearis Day 
bowl games, I Oth-ranked Auburn 
downed Southern California 16-7 
in the Citrus Bowl at Orlando, 
Florida, life-tanked Ohio State 
beat oo. 8 Texas A and M 28-12 in 

theCbtton Bowl at Dallas; and no. 

6 Nebraska defeated no. 5 
Louisiana State 30-15 in the Sugar 
Bowl at New Orleans. 

Rose Bowl 

Arizona State 22, Michigan 15 

Jeff Van Raaphorst, fulfilling 
the dream his rather had been 
denied, threw for 193 yards and 
two touchdowns in the Sun Devils’ 
first appearance in the Rose BowL 

The victory was the sixth 
straight for the PAC-10 champion 
over the Big Ten champion in the 
game. 

Citrus Bowl 

Auburn 16, Southern 
California 7 

AU-American Brent FuUwood 
ran for 152 yards and a 


Cotton Bowl 

Ohio SL 28, Texas A and M 12 

AU-Americanfinebacker Chris 
Spiehnan returned an interception 
24 yards for a touchdown, and 
Michael Key brought another one 
back a record 49 yards for Ohio 
State in the Big Ten conference's 
debut in the Cotton Bowl. 

Spiehnan, a junior, also killed 
off a fourth-quarter Aggie rally 
with his second interception. 

Sugar Bowl 

Nebraska 30. LSU 15 

Steve Taylor scored one 
touebdown and passed for 
another, and Danny Noonan and 
Broderick Thomas led a big-play 
defence that carried Nebraska 
over LSU in the 53rd Sugar Bowl. 

Taylor, the game’s MVP, 
capped a nine -pi ay, 72-yard drive 
that required only 63 seconds by 
scoring on a 2-yard keeper to give 
the Corahuskers the lead for good 
at 10-7 with only 39 seconds left in 
the first half. 






PEE KABOO: A dear view of squash action — England. Hie walk of toe court are of ICI Perspex 
'traditinnally agport which has been aWetoproyide treated with la mfc iated black and white dots which 
only limfted-spertator facilities — is offered by this allow spectator to view the action but prevent the 
see-through court as Mark Maclean and Philip players from seeing out or being distracted by any 
Whfitock compete hi Britain’s Intercity National movement outside the coral. 

Squash championships at Bristol, south-west 

Pakistan upsets Australia in cricket 


PERTH, Australia (AP) - 
Pakistan snatched a miraculous 
one wicket victory over Australia 
with a ball to spare in a nail-biting 
third match in toe Benson ana 
Hedges Challenge at the WACA 
Ground here Friday. 

Pakistan number 11 batsman 
Saleem Jaffar hit the fifth ball of 
the final over bowled by Steve 
Waugfafortwo to give Pakistan an 
amazing backs to the wall victory. 

After the collapse of the 
Pakistan top older, the middle and 
late batsmen all contributed with 
late inclusion As if Mujtaba 
remaining unbeaten on 60. 

Manzoor Elahi with 48 and 
Saleem Yousaf with 31 also 
thrashed the Aus tralian bowling 
after the homeside seemed 
assured of victoiy. 

Dean Jones, who won the man 
of the match award for his 121 and 
Steve Waugh with. 82 shared a 


fourth wkket stand of 173 which 
took Australia to a total of six for 
273, seemingly enough for 
victory. 

Pakistan, following its first up 
victoiy over the West Indies 
Tuesday, is assured of a place in 
next week’s final 

England, easy winners over 
Australia Thursday, takes on tbe 
West Indies Saturday. 

Thursday’s action 

On Thursday, two classic 
innings of complete contrast — a 
Howitzer-Sloe 68 by Ban Botham 
and a more- sedate but equally 
meritorious century from Dean 
Jones— gave a record crowd a 
feast of entertainment in the 
second match of the tournament. 

Botham’s brutal 68 from mly 
39 balls set up a match -winning 
total of 6-272 for England, wh ile. 


Jones’ first one -day international 
century kept Australia alive for a 
good portion of the night's 
proceedings. 

Australia, with Jones the only 
player to top 30, eventually fell 37 
runs short when all out in toe final 
over, but at least the borne side 
showed some fight, sadly missing 
in the Melbourne test last week. 

Jones’ 104 came from 125 balls 
and included eight fours and a six 
and confirmed his reputation as 
an outstanding one-day batsman. 

But Botham was the difference 
between the two sides. He 
slaughtered the Australian attack 
in clouting seven fours and three 
sixes. before a crowd of 27,125, 
beating the previous record 
attendance of 27,057. 

The champion all-rounder, who 
won the man-of-tfae-untch award, 
plundered 26 runs from the 45th 
over bowled by Simon Dave. 


INTER NATlONAL,MULT I PRODUCT ORGANISATION REQUIRES 

SALESMEN 

"HAVING A CAR IS A NECESSITY” 

HIGHLY.' ATTRACTIVE INCENTIVE SCHEMES FOR YOUR BENEFIT. 

WE NEED “EAGLES” NOT CHICKENS. 

WE’LL GIVE YOU THE WINGS. BUT ONLY IF YOU DESIRE TO FLY, 
TO SOAR. TO ACHIEVE! 



AUDI FOR SALE 

^Audi 80 TL. 1984 model. 1600 cc. Dark blue 
metallic. 26,000 kilometres. Duty not paid. 

Pis. contact tel. 673772 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

A villa consisting of three bedrooms (one master bedroom 
with bathroom), large L-shaped living and dining room, large 
kitchen, bathroom, two verandas, central heating and large 
garden. 

Brand new furniture. 

Location: Al Rashid Housing Estate opposite to University 
Hospital. 

P° r information pis. contact teL 628230 anytime 


B Cinema 

Tel: 677420’ 

I CONCORD 



> 

| Additional party 10:30 ajn. 


^ftirfena an o« I 3J0.&00, AW. 1030 



Teh 6251551 f Cinema 


AN AMERICAN 
WERE WOLF IN 
LONDON 


Tel: 675573 1 f Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


P wft ini LM BCl 3:13. fc30. 8J0. M--30 


THE HITCHER 
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WEIRD SCIENCE 
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Dollar starts 1987 at 
6-year low in Europe 




LONDON, (ft)— The dollar 
stated 1987 at a six-year low on 
. European foreign exchanges, and 
«nrrency dealers said , it would 
remain on thin ice during the new 
year because of market worries 
oyer the U.S. economy and the 
Iran arms scandal. 

Reflecting die weakness of the 
dollar, the first London gold 
market fixing of the year was 
$402.40 an ounce, up sharply on 
its Wednesday dose of $391.00. 
The metal is a traditional haven 
for investors when the dollar fails. 

The US. currency, which had 
dosed at 1.9410 West German 
ra ^tks on Wednesday, plunged to 
1.9190 marks in thin early trading 
Friday on fears about U.S. 
economic performance in 1987. 
The dollar had been just above 
two marks in mid-December. 

Money markets were closed 
Thursday for the New Year's 
Holiday and in some countries, 
including Japan and Switzerland, 
they remained closed Friday. 

Dealers said the severity of the 
dollar’ a decline has been 
accentuated by the thinness of the 
traditionally slow New Year 
trading period. 

. The dollar has fallen by about 
35 per cent against Japan's yen 
and 32 per cent against the mark 
in the last 15 months. 

The US. unit hit an all-time low 
against the mark of 1 .7062 on Jan. 
3, 1980, during the Carter 
administrations' Iran hostages 
crisis. 

The dollar also opened weak 
against the French franc Friday at 
6.3700 francs against a 
pre-holiday dose of 6.4250. 

In contrast to the dollar, the 
British pound started the year on a 


firm trend at 1.4855 to the dollar 
after closing at 1.4825 on 
Wednesday. 

Sterling has been buoyed by 
stronger world 1 * oil prices, 
relatively high British interest 
rates and recent gains in opinion 
polls by the ruling Conservative 
Party, dealers said. 

But some uncertainty surrounds 
sterling’s outlook for 1987, which 
is likely to be an electioa year, 
they added. 

The latest scandal over Iran 
helped drag the value of the dollar 
lower in recent weeks. Investors 
were concerned about political 
damage to the Reagan 
administration brought by the 
Iran arms sales scandal which has 
rocked Washington. 

Some dealers saw the dollar 
falling below 1.90 marks next 
week and Mr. Richard Jeffrey at 
London brokets Hoare Govett 
predicted the dollar falling to 1.S0 
marks by next November. 

Such forecasts were reenforced' 
by the latest set of key U.S. 
economic indicators issued last 
week which showed a record U.S. 
trade deficit of $19.22 billion for 
November, much worse than 
econo mists had expected. 

The cornerstone of U.S. 
economic policy since late 1985 
has been cutting the trade deficit, 

. which Federal Reserve Board 
Chairman Paul Volcker has 
repeatedly singled out as the key 
to future expansion, economists 
said. 

Weakness in the dollar drew a 
year-end warning from Mr. Karl 
Otto Poehl, president of West 
Germany's central bank, that a 
further decline in its value could 
spark inflation in the US. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R)— Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One sterling 
One US. dollar 


1.4900/10 
13795/3805 
1.9195/9205 
2.1700/10 
1.6090/6100 
39.95/40.00 
63625/75 
1336/1338 
15830/45 
6.7400/50 
.73300/50 . 


S iuti\ 


. M;. 

it hi3«mi 


One pifljce of go S0MO23O 


US. dollars 

Ganariian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegi a n f r owns . . , 
nftKi a 

UtS. dollars,- ; v .. .• 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 

LONDON (R>— The market closed mixed but with a late rally . 
making for a firmer bias after the unexpected higher opening on 
Wall Street, but turnover was seasonally small, dealers said. 

The FTSE 100 share index at 1530 GMT Friday was up 0.4 to 
1 ,679.4, having touched a low of 1 ,6743 The F.T. 30 share index 
at 1530 GMT had risen 3.7 to 1317.6. 

Government bonds met renewed demand, gaining as much as 
1-1/2 points in response to sterting’s strength, while the advance 
in the bullion price to $40330 an ounce prompted a revival in 
gold shares. 

The weakness of the dollar and Wednesday's 13 point fall on 
Wall Street forced internationals down. ICI fell 17p to a low of 
1,050 but Friday’s unexpected higher opening saw the market 
leader close at 1 ,061 fora net loss of 7p. Glaxo finished 7p lower 
as well at 1 ,043 after 1 ,034 while Unilever returned to 2,185 from 
a low of 2475. 

Dealers said the UJC. consumer boom prompted belated 
demand for Thorn Emi up l Ip at 480 while GEC at 189andBhie 
Circle were each 5p higher among leaders. 

Rown tre e Mackintosh moved up 7p to 410 on revived 
speculative demand while Fflkington put on 4p to 669 ahead of its 
defence document, due Monday, against the bid from BTR. 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Rsgus 


ACROSS 
1 Evince 
S Curved sword 
10 Lay ptam 

14 Pueblo Indian 

15 Inegutady 
notched 

16 Vasco da — 

17 Help in 
wrongdoing 

18 Marauder 
symbol 

20 Short-tatted 
animate 

22 ACastta 

23 Confutes 

2fi Heflertc poroft 
28 Actor Chad 
28 Kind ol pass 

33 flji efty . 

34 Indian garb 

35 of Cooseftf 

36 Transportation 

in an old song 

41 Munch 

42 Uuud 

43 Bates or 
Young 

44 Becomes *»y 
angry 

46 Redte 
43 Turk, titles 

50 Cut Short 

51 Wisdom 

54 lAofln maker 
56 Port of an 
optical 
instrument 
58 Actress 
Thompson 
82 Slake 
6$ Old-womanish 

64 Author Wtoter 

65 Donna or 
Other 

68 Conet 
stiffeners 
67 Penury 

DOWN 
1 — NaMa 

2 Fireplace 

shew 

3 Poet’s wont 
‘ 4 Quit 

5 Mystery 

6 Stem 



=i 9 ee TrauM mam SerMU, mo. 
U RgnB RmnM 


7 Disapprov a l ■ 
sounds 

8 Curve 
BHonwc sbbr. 

10 Marketplaces 
of old 

11 Lots or Abbe 

12 Sign 

13 Facffltate 
IS Of Me 

21 Eng. festival 

23 Disorders 

24 Parts of - 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


25 Decacate 

26 Wind strip 

27 Pot source 

30 Berate 

31 Male relative 

32 Listed 

34 Depot abbr- 

37 Hivar boats 

38 Gr. theaters 

39 Appends 

40 Rex or George 

45 Taflted bock 

46 TO wit 


nnnrc nnmnn nninn 
nnnn nmnnrr rcooo 
nnnn mrnnnnnnnnn 
□BnnmntniFi nnnnn 
nnnnn mnnn ^ 
nn rann R nnnnnrjran 
nnnne nncino nrnn 
nnnni nnnran nnm 
nran nanna ranmnm 
annnnnnn nnoGHin 
unnci nnnran 
nnnnn mrarannnn 
nnnnnninranni finran 
nFinn aranHG rannrn 

nrariR . irinann fiann 


47 Demeans 

48 Rubbish! 

51 War memento 

52 Coastal Oyer 

53 Heed 

54 Cantata air 


58 Firlsted 
57 Bank abbr. 

59 Wonder 

60 soy — 


81 A mp er sa nd 


S. Arabia lessens dependence on oil revenue 


RIYADH (AF) — Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest 
exporter of crude ofl, has dropped its dependence on 
oil sale to the lowest ever rate of 55.6 per cent of state 
revenues in fiscal 1987. 


The budget, announced on New 
Year’s Eve, projected 
expenditure of 170 billion riyals 
($4533 billion) and revenues of 
117.28 billion riyals ($32.27 
billion). 

Oil sales, however, will 
contribute only 65.1 billion riyals 
($1739 bilfioa) to the kingdom’s 
revenues. 

The royal decree ended a 
9-month hiatus in which the 
kingdom twice acknowledged it 
could not calculate income 
because of the instability of the 
world oil market. 

The budget was announced only 
hours before an Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries’ 
(OPECs’) agreement on oil 
production cuts was due to take 
hold New Year’s day. 

Under the agreement, which 


Saudi Arabia campaigned for in 
an effort to shore up oS prices, the 
kingdom's production quota was 
slashed^? 4.13 million barrels a 
day. \ 

In 1980\ the kingdom's oil 
revenues were estimated at $100 
bflfion, or 87.6 per cent of the 


kingdom’s 


. income. At the 


Saudi Arabia produced 


about 11 mflEpti barrels a day. 

But the kingdom's production 
policy, then drawn by ofl minister 
Ahmad Zaki yamani, glutted the 
oil market. Last year the glut 
pro mp ted a mop in prices to less 

than $10 a barrel. 

King Fahd ditched Sheikh 
Y aman i and his successor, Sheikh 
Hisham Nazbr, convinced OPEC 
of a seven per cent production cut 
to 15.8 million barrels per day. 

• OPEC hopes to push prices up 


to $18 a barrel under the new 
agreement 

Revenues in the new Saudi 
budget show the kingdom was 
counting on an output of less than 
four million barrels per day, on the 
basis of $18 a barrel. 

Saudi sources dose to the 
finance ministry said the budget 
was based on exports of 3.1 
million barrels per day and 
700,000 barrels for domestic 
consumption. 

“This leaves a reserve of more 
than 320,UU0 barrels per day to 
help the kingdom hedge against 
any fresh instability in ofl prices," 
said the source, who requested 
anonymity. 

King Fahd has appealed to 
other OPEC nations to abide by 
the agreement reached last month 
in Geneva, warning that failing to 
do so would push the world o3 
market into further chaos. 

In a recent statement in 
D hah ran, an ofl centre in the 
Eastern Province, King Fahd 
noted that Saudi Arabia was 


capable of producing 15 million 
barrels per day. 

The budget was supposed to be 
announced in March. But it was 
decreed ■ that from now on 
annual budgets would run from 
December rather than March. 

The new budget is for the Hijra 
Muslim year of 1407-08. 

“The budget has a built-in 
buffer in case of oil market 
fluctuations, and this shows a new 
sense of reality,” said one ofl 
market analyst, who also refused 
to be named. 

For the first time, the kingdom 
publicly conceded it would dip 
into its reserves to meet die 
projected deficit of 52.72 billion 
riyals ($14.05 billion). Its 
petrodollar reserves are estimated 
at 590 bflliOQ. 

The last budget amounted to 
200 billion riyals ($55 million). 
Last year the riyal was 3.65 to the 
dollar. Now it stands at 3.75 to 
the dollar. 

Spending cuts were lower than 
had been anticipated. Analysts 


had thought the 181 billion rivals 
($483 billion) expenditure would 
be slashed by at least 25 per cent. 
Instead it was cut by only six per 
cent. 

The deficit, however, was 
double the expected figure. 

The lower percentage 
contribution of oil sales to 
revenues reflected the kingdom's 
vigorous determination to 
diversify its economy. 

The bulk of other income would ■ 
be provided by government 
profits from its partial ownership 
of petrochemical plants and from 
state oil companies, Perromin and 
Aramco. 

The government also levies 
tariff of four per cent or higher on 
most imports &hd collects receipts 
for electricity, communications 
and issuance of documents and 
visa. The government also counts 
on income fro m invested rese rves. 

The category least affected by 
cuts was manpower development 
which was allotted 23.72 billion 
riyals($632 bfllion),a decrease of 


less than one per cent. » 
Defence aad security, u 
largest allocation of 60.75 bilSii 
riyals ($16.19 billion) was cijt 1 
only 5.9 per cent. t 

Health and social devcloprrier 
which includes the labour { a* 
information ministries, j w 
allocated li.U9 billion r 5>' : 
($2.y6 billion). ^ 

That marked a cutback of 25?- 
percent. even though health^ 
is a high Saudi priority- 
There have been indicatfc 
recently that the kingdom ' 
introduce a health insurance p>- 
Subsidies for items rang 
from electricity to food were o 
cut 1S.5 per cent to b.S bill 
riyals ($ 1.81 billion). 

King Fahd, in statements on 
eve of the budget relei 
promised that direct subsii 
would not be reduced. 

His message was that his pet 
would be taken care of. with 
infrastructure developm 
basically out of the way. 


Africa still needs massive aid’ Nigeria unveils cautious budge 

A fDADI 1^ . / A nv TL. -- .... 1-^1 _ • J r 


NAIROBI. Kenya (AP) - The 
past year saw unprecedented 
attention focused on Africa's 
economic problems, but promised 
international help has yet to 
arrive, the U.N. Economic 
Commission for Africa said. 

Africa in 1987 still will need 
massive aid because of trade 
imbalances, low oil prices, the 
hangover from a crippling famine 
and civil war, Mr. Adebayo 
Adedeji, a U.N. under secretary 
general and executive secretary of 
the Economic Cbmmission for 
Africa, said in his end of year 
statement. 

Many countries will need 
increased food aid, especially 
Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique, 
Somalia and Sudan. 

Mr. Adedeji, a Nigerian, said 
1986 was a “year of increased 
international solidarity with 
Africa." He cited the special U.N. 
General Assembly session held in 
May to discuss Africa's economic 
plight. 

“In spite of the. unique 
expressions of "international 
solidarity with Africa in 1986, 


there is as yet little evidence of 
concrete international measures 
in direct response to the ' 
commitments entered into" he 
said. 

“The ongoing process of 
wide-ranging initiative at policy 
reforms and adjustments in" 
several African countries is yet to 
be matched by similar ' positive 
responses on the part of their 
development partners, he added. 

“The international community 
must sec 1987 as the year of great 
challenge and opportunity, for 
them to match their expressed 
concenjsabout Africa’s economic 
recovery with concrete dpeds," be 
noted. 

Mr. Adedeji said Africa in 1986 
wentfrom“a uniformly disastrous 
situation to .one that is distinctly 
marginally better.” 

"This year, unlike in. previous 
years, a large number of African 
countries — about thirty in all — 
have achieved an overall growth 
■rate in output of three per cent.” 
he said. 

He also noted increased food 
production and record harvests in 


many parts of Africa. 

"For the first time in more than 
a decade and a half, agricultural 
output in 1986 grew by more than 
three per cent — a figure that is 
slightly more than the population 
growth rate," Mr. Adedeji said. 

For some countries the real 
problem last year was how to 
dispose of huge surpluses, he said. 

On the negative side, Mr. 
Adedeji said, Africa's export 
trade was the worst since the great 
depression. 

He said export earnings fell 
from $60.6 billion in 1985 to 
$443 bflfion last year. 

"The year 1986 may well go 
down in the anals of history as the 
worst ever for developing Africa's 
external sector," he added. 

“As if to make matters worse, 
the US. Congress has recently 
taken the decision not to increase 
aid to Africa in 1987 but to reduce 
it by alsmost 40 per cent,” Mr. 
Adedeji said. “ All these at a time 
when the African countries are, 
more than ever before, in dire 
need of expanded development 
assistance.” 


LAGOS (R) — Caution dictated 
by uncertainty over future ofl 
prices characterised Nigeria’s 
1987 budget which wns unveiled 
by the military government 
Thursday. 

The 45-page document 
presented by President Ibrahim 
Babangida in a nationwide 
broadcast projected total revenue 
for the coming year at only 17.8 
bflfion naira, worth about S5.4 
billion at the present exchange 
rate< 

That total, compared with 15 
bflfion naira last year, means 
economic planners pitched 
average prices for Nigeria's crude 
oil in the coming 12 months at 
about 513 per barrel, well below 
current rates and OPECs $18 
target. 

“They have sensibly been very 
cautious about oil prices," one 
Western diplomat commented, 
recalling that the 1986 budget was 


quickly outdated when oil prices 
tumbled. 

Nigeria is an official 
announcement just prior to the 
new year confirmed the nation's 
commitment to the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries' (OPEC s') 
recently-agreed accord io sell 
crude oil at higher prices. 

The statement said all netback 
deals, in which the price of crude 
ofl is based on the spot prices of 
refined ofl products, would be 
phased out by February in line 
with OPECs Geneva accord. 
Nigeria's Oil Minister Rflwanu 
t jufcman is the presidentof OPEC. 

General Babangida' s speech 
did not give a detailed breakdown 
of die budget's figures, which are 
expected to be furnished by 
Finance Minister Chu Okongwu 
this week. 

But he confirmed the acute 
difficulties faced last year when 


oil. which accounts for about 
per cent of Nigeria's ex{ 
earnings, dropped to below $ 
barrel." 

One negative consequence 
an estimated balance of paym 
deficit of 760 million naira in 1 
on the current account, comp: 
with a M . I billion surplus in 1 1 
he said. 

He said Nigeria would cont 
to limit repayments on its deb 
30 per cent of foreign cam in 

Pointing to further proof ol 
government's caution, ana 
noted that 4.5 bilfioa naira ( 
billion) of revenue was earmoi 
as a contingency cushion in 
oil prices collapse again. 

Geo eral Babangida. who st 
power 16 months ago, told his 
million people that although g 
economic problems remained 
radical recovery prograt 
launched last year was aln 
producing results. 


French labour unrest hardens 

PARIS (R) — The French Concern over the 16-day-old to continue the stoppage despite 
government and striking rail dispute and fears of wider ^ scrapping of a controversial 
ra ilwayme® , hardened . Wrfce action hit the Paris toyrsir.- (WHAnM*** Mi>een. 

■sritfauffl a dispute AhS# 11 • -n 1 thaw n 

cnppled*T&e b ,* .v. e A «F£tmg Ttybtip 

1 in Paris; between 


ITT, French firm form second 
largest telecommunications giai 


network and -flung- a ' rBhjof?** ' ArtHe Lyon in .'Para, 

challenge to t]he rightist riot police fined foejriatfonn to 
government of Prime Minister allow a high-speed TGV train to 


government of Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac. 

Striking train drivers blocked 
the rail tracks and occupied signal 
boxes in the capital and elsewhere . 

Riot police were called in by the 
state-owned SNCF railway 
authority to clear lines in Paris, as 
well as at Nancy in the east, 
Marseille on the south coast and 
some other stations. 

The labour unrest, which has 
also brought stoppages in French 
ports and on the Paris metro 
(underground), threatened to 
spread. 

The Communist-led CGT 
unio n called for meetings of 
workers in the public sector and 
nationalised industry on Monday 
in order to decide on future action. 


allow a high-speed TGV train to 
set off for foe southern city of 
Lyon. 

So far there have been no 
violent incidents, but militant 
railway men remain barricaded in 
signal boxes in Paris. 

Shortly before a meeting of the 
strikers’ national coordination 
committee to discuss strategy. 
Transport Minister Pierre 
Mehaignerie told French 
television that if the strike 
continued it was more for political 
reasons. 

He held out hopes for further 
talks on working conditions but 
said: “There is no possibility of 
negotiations on pay.” 

Raflwaymen in many areas 
voted overwhelmingly Thursday 


between Socialist Rrdsidenr 
Francois Mitterrand and a 
strikers’ delegation drew criticism 
from Chirac’s rightist RPR party 
and highlighted the tensions in the 
power-sharing arrangement 
between the two leaders. 

“This is an affair which 
concerns only the government and 
this intervention risks increasing 
the difficulties of the situation,” 
said RPR General Secretary 
Jacques Toubon. 

Mr. Chirac has so far tried to 
remain aloof in the dispute, with 
no member of the government 
agreeing to meet strikers. 

An independent, 
gpvemment-appoiated mediator 
decided on Wednesday to scrap 
die controversial new pay scale, 
which stressed merit rather than 
seniority in promotions. 


PARIS (R)- ITT of the United 
States and Fiance's state-owned 
Corapagnie Geoerale 
d’ Electricity (CGE) formally 
rherged their" telecommunications 
J iflff6rtet^ '.last ‘ •tffeek ' to forin the 
.world^s' second' largest 
telecommunications giant. 

The new Franco- American 
venture is second in the business 
only to the mammoth US. ATT 
company, which is itself involved 
in a battle to take over France’s 
second largest 
te lecom munications firm. 

ITT and CGE presidents Rand 
Araskog and Pierre Suard set foe 
seal on foe joint venture by signing 
in Brussels an agreement to set up 
Telegjobal Commumcaions N.V. 
(TCNV), a grouping of worldwide 
interests they descifoed as second 
only in size to those of ATT. 

The creation of TCNV ended 
six months of thorny negotiations 
to merge scores of ITT 
teleco mmuncatfons units across 
the globe with CGE subsidiary 
Alcatel, which controls 84 per 


cent of the French market. 

But French hopes of bringing 
several European partners into 
the deal have not so far been 
fulfilled. An 1 1 th-hour attempt to 
sell Spanish firm Telefonica- J a 
5300 million stake in the business 
failed only hours before the 
signing. 

CGE, which has a 55.6 per cent 
controlling stake in foe new 
venture, refused to relinquish 
enough derision-making power to 
persuade the Spaniards to invest, 
Telefonica said. 

Under foe agreement, CGE will 
have to hand ITT more than half 
of foe 5902 miliioQ cash to be paid 
to the U 3. firm for putting its 
telecommunications assets into 
TCNV. 

ITT has a 37 per cent stake in 
foe venture. Belgian holding 
company Societe Generate de 
Belgique paid $20 million fora 5.7 
per cent stake and France’s 
state-owned Bank Credit 
Lyonnais $73 million for 1.7 per 
cent in the company. 


Financial analysts said C( 
failure to rally other Euroj 
firms to the deal is expecte 
incur it additional costs to re\ 
loss-making ITT subsidiaries 
pay for further research cu 1 
new system 12 public telep! 
switching equipment. 

But CGE officials say 
Amsterdam-based corap 
which will have a start-up su 
about 150,000 and operatic! 
75 countries, wifi put the Fnen 
a strong position to fight f 
bigger slice of the increas 
competitive telecommunica 
market. 

The venture has set the slat 
an international takeover b 
for France’s second largest p 
telephone switching company 
Generate de Construe 

Both Washington and B 
have been putting pressure or 
French govern men t to sell a 2( 
cent share in the compam 
leading contenders ATT of 
United States and W 
Germany’s Siemens A.G. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
hr-r ansvre*. as sug- 

•; : - tv- ccsHtjon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's Jurni,}es: NOVEL FINIS ABSURD POLISH 

I Answer What the guy who iusi pretended he was a 

gangster must nave been— A "FALSE HOOD" 
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Students vow to continue protests 
;e Chinese media offensive 



I- 


said Friday ffae protests were not over. 


PEKING (R) — Peking University students, who upwards, our eyes an sensitive, 

° J 7 we had just one reason to arrange 

dawMs tmtimw — to stimulate 
the reformers among the 
leadeishg),’' it said. 

Another poster, signed by 
Ltriotic and innocent, expose 
strongly attacked the 
official Peking Daily and Peking 
‘Radio for what it said were false 
reports of the marches. 

“We do not oppose Socialism 
The university’s students should 
sue the two fortbeir distortion,” it 
said. 

The Pelting Daily said Friday: 
“Some anti-social elements 
demanding Western so-called 
freedom and democracy were 
using disruptive methods, which 
were bad for the reforms and for 
national construction.” 

One student said 
demonstrations were the only way 
open to them to express their 
views. 

The official media returned to 
the offensive Friday agamst the 


But they said they fully backed 
the reforms of the rVifnirnmiKT 
.Party leade rship and Socialism. 

Several new illegal posters 
appeared Friday in the traditional 
spot near die canteen and were 
read by dozens of students who 
enthusiastically discu s sed die pros 
and cons of the demonstrations. 

Both were held in Peking’s 
historic Tiananmen Square, 
in the morning and the second 
early Friday to win the release of 
students detained in the morning. 
The protests were staged in 
defiance of regulations passed last 
'month h arming marches in the 
square. 

Early Friday morning the 
government announced that all 
students detained had been freed 
“after being educated by Public 
Security Bureau departments.” 


One student said 53 students 
from Peking and People’s' 
Universities had been detained 
and “hit” by police and freed. 

“We support (China’s leader) 
Deng Xiaoping and the reforms,” 
one girl student who said she took, 
part in Thursday night’s march 
told Reuters. “We oppose the 
conservatives. 1 ' 

Widespread reforms since 
1979, loosening state controls 
over the economy,' have raised 
living standards and permitted a, 
limited degree of free enterprise. 

“The reforms have brought 
more good than harm to China,”, 
said a male student “We opposed 
things that block the reforms, like 
special privileges and 
bureaucratism-” 

One of the posters took up the 
same tbemese. “Our eyes look 


protests. The new^pa^er accused a 
“handful of anti-Socialist 
dements” of nesting die students. 

Da its mamnews bulletin, state 
■television interviewed a schoo l 
principal, farmers, and electronic 
engineer and students. All said the 
students should return to their 
studies and demonstrations 
damaged national stability 

Two of those interviewed said 
they had told their children 
studying at Pelting University not 
to take part. 

Asked if the government was 
acting' leniently' towards the 
students by not arresting them for 

taking put fn an illegal marc h . the 

girl student said it was too cariy to 
say. 

“Of course we are afraid. The 
government has so many ways to 
settle its account with us, in job 
allocation for example. Itmay go 
down in our file. But there were 
many students yesterday. I hope 
they will not be able to punish so 
many.” 


Extremists kill jail warder in Punjab 

outside a Delhi cinema, FIT said. 

The Punjab authorities have put 
curity forces on special alert 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prisoners 
hacked a warder to death after 
security forces foiled an escape 
attempt at a prison in Punjab 
state, the Press Trust of India 
(PTT) reported Friday. 

PTI said the warder was 
murdered Friday morning at 
Nabah jail in Patiala district, 
where several prisoners were 
wounded by gunfire from security 
forces Thursday night 

Meanwhile, suspected terrorist 
Hoshan Lai Bairagi escaped from 


police : Thursday night while he 
was being brought from New 
Delhi to Amritsar in Punjab to 
appear before a magistrate. 

PIT quoted police as saying 
Bairagi jumped out of a police, 
vehicle in the dark as it was 
crossing a bridge. 

Bairagi, who is wanted on Two were killed on Wednesday 
murder and other charges,, night in an ambush at Guxdaspur, 
with four -associates from -near the industrial city of B a tal a . 
jail in January last year a third worker was shot dead 
and was recaptured last month elsewhere in the region Thursday. 


security 

after three electricity , utility 
worker s were killed in continuing 
violence triggered by the Sikh 
rampaign for an independent 
state. 


Kampucheans hit Thai 
military plane; pilot dies 


BANGKOK (R) — A Thai 
military plane crash-landed after 
being nit by Kampuchean 
anti-aircraft fire Friday, killing the 
pilot and seriously injuring a crew 
member, a Thai army spokesman- 
said. 

The twin-seat L-19 light 
observation plane was attacked by 
“opposition forces” during a 
routine surveillance flight in Thai 
airspace near the Kampuchean 
border about 250 kilometres east 
of Bangkok, Maj.-Gen. Nareudol 
Decfapradiyuth said. 

_ The piiot crash-landed the' 
plane at a nearby Thai army 
landing strip, but only his back 
seat observer survived. 


Vietnamese soldiers guardin 
Kampuchea’s borders wit 
Thailand are equipped with 
anti-aircraft . cannons and 
Soviet-made, portable surface to 
air missiles. 

Since invading Kampuchea in 
December, 1978, Vietnamese 
troops have shot at or downed 
several Thai militaiy planes along 
the border. 

Bangkok said all of those planes 
were in Thai airspace when 
attacked. The pro- Hanoi Phnom 
Penh government Thursday 
charged .that Thai jets flew 45 
reconnaissance mission up to 10 
kilometres into Kampuchean 
airspace in December. 


Group names 10 most 
inspiring people in 1986 


WASHINGTON (R) — An 
international group has named 
Philippine President Corazon . 
Aquino as one of the 10 most 
inciting people of 1986 and sent 
her an invitation to a parly to 
usher in the year 2000 . 

The Millennium Society, a 
non-profit education organisation 
formed in 1979 and with members 
in 32 countries, unveiled the 
following list, in no particular 
order, of the 10 most inspiring 
people in 1986: 

— Mrs. Aquino, who led a 
popular uprising that deposed 
former President Ferdinand 
Marcos, for “peaceful winds of 
change.” 

— Robert Gale, the American 
doctor . who travelled to the Soviet 
Union to treat radiation victims of 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, 
for “serving the family of man.” 

— Terry Waite, the Church of 
England's envoy seeking the 
release of hostages in Lebanon, 
for “reason in an uncertain 


world." 

— Elie Wiesel, holocaust 
survivor and humanitarian, for 
“file conscience.” 

— West German tennis 
champion Boris Becker for “the 
spirit of victory.” 

-7 Christa McAulifiie, the US. 
teacher who died in last January’s 
space shuttle explosion, for “file 
spirit that lives in all of us." 

■ — Pianist Vladimir Horowitz for 
“in ternational harmony." 

— US. entertainer Bill Cosby 
for “file family in all of UB." 

• — The Statue of Liberty for 
“boldhig the torch (of freedom) 
high.” 

— The crew of the Voyager — 
Richard Rutan and Jeana Yeager 
■— who flew around the world 
non-stop “for showing us new 
horizons." 

. Edward NcNaliy, Millennium’s 
chairman, said that invitations had 
been sent to all living title 
recipients to attend “the world 
Millennium charity balT? 
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THE MISSING KING 


WEST 

0KJ5 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*Q 10982 
VK«3 
OA98 
*76 

EAST 
*6 

9QJ1052 
010.43 2 
-4KQJ982 * A 6 3 

SOUTH 
4 A K 7643 
VA4 
0 Q 76 
4104 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

-I* 24 84 44 

.4 # Pass pass Pass 

Opening lead.- King of 4 


It is not often you come across a 
new idea in bridge books. Howev- 
er, Eddie Kan tar has accomplished 
just that with his latest book ("A 
■ New Approach to Play and De- 
.■ fense," H-D.L. Publishing Co., 
paperback, 212 pp., *9.95. Avail- 
able from the author, P.O. Box 
'4127, Venice, Calif. 90291-0427). 

Working from a theme first 
adopted in our “Goren on Play and 
.'Defense” that dmiiar techniques 
'.apply to both facets of the game, 
Kan tar has chosen 100 problems 
.and divided than into four sec- 
' tions, two on play and two on de-. 


fense. The hands are related, as we 
will attempt to show in this column 
aztd tomorrow’s. 

This is the problem presented in 
one of the play sections. Cover up 
the East and West hands with your 
dab and plan the play in four 
spades. East wins the second 
tramp and shifts to the queen of 
hearts. The trumps are 1-1. 

Obviously, the location of the di- 
amond king is key. Tour first job is 
to strip the hand. Win the ace of 
■hearts, draw trumps, cash the king 
of hearts and ruff a heart. 

The dues point to West holding 
the king of diamonds. East has al- 
ready shown op with the ace of 
dubs, queen-jack of hearts and a 
singleton spade. If West didn’t 
have the king of diamonds, be 
would probably have made a weak 
Jump overcall. 

Cross to dummy with a trump 
and lead the eight of diamonds. If 

East does not cover, ran It to West, 
then allow the forced diamond re- 
turn to come around to your queen. 
If East covers the nine, you play 
the queen and hope that, when 
West wins the king, he has to lead 
away from the remaining diamond 
honor, SO finesse the table’s nine. 

Key points are to use the bidding 
to help locate missing honors; and 
to strip the hand before attacking 
the critical suit. 

Best value in a bridge book that 
we have seen for quite a while. 


S. Africa 
begins 
new year 
with fresh 
burst of 
violence 

JOHANNESBURG (R>- South 
Africa’s new year began violently 
with three Mark* burned to death 
in Soweto on Thursday and one 
death and at least 11 people 
injured at packed holiday resorts 
where blade crowds went on the 
rampage, authorities said Friday. 

The gov ernmen t’s bureau for 
information said a blade man and 
woman were set on fire by about 
20 people it described as “black 
radical’ in the Emdeni district of 
Soweto. 

Another woman was burned to 
death by about 90 blacks in the 
strife-tom white dty area of 
Soweto, a sprawling community 
for two mfilioa people just outside 
Johannesburg, the bureau said. 

Police found another Mack man 
with bums to the upper body and 
head in the Eastern Cape 
township of Kwanobuhle, it said. 

“Necklacing" — killing a 
by putting a petrol-filled tyre 
around the neck — has become 
common in South Africa's 
townships during the past three 
years of political vfokaice which 
has claimed more than 2 , 200 lives. 

Radicals have frequently used 
the 'method 'to kill blacks 
considered to be collaborators 
with the government 

A member of the security forces 
was badly wounded in Alexandria 
township when be was shot by a 
group of blacks. The towns! 
sandwiched between wealthy 
Johannesburg suburbs, is one of 
the country’s most militant It was 
the scene of Woody unrest last 
February in which more than 20 
people died. 

The bureau for information has. 
become the government's 
mouthpiece on unrest since 
Resident P.W. Botha declared a 
national state of emergency last 
June to try to restore calm. 

Independent reporting of 
townriiip strife has been curtailed 
by sweeping emergency media 
restrictions. 

Residents of popular Indian 
Ocean resorts along the Natal 
coast were counting the cost on 
Friday after black crowds ran riot 
on New Year’s Day. . 

Police had stepped up patrols 
and used helicopters to try to 
prevent a recurrence of racial 
violence at Natal beaches over 
Christmas 

A black crowd went- on the 
rampage at Durban beach on 
Thursday. 

Police moved in with teaigas 
after the crowd began looting a 
restaurant. The blacks 
stones at the police who 
replied with birdshot, injuring 
nine people, police said. 

Black passengers left a trail of 
violence after their train, was 
delayed at a signal at 
Winkelspruit, some 30 kilometres 
south of Durban. Impatient 
got off the tram and 
- ft, damwrity 11 

coaches. 

A group of blacks ran to a camp 
site reserved for Indians and 
stabbed a youth to death, file 
police said. 


Church 
group 
proposes 
talks with 
Marxists 

DETROIT (R) — The World 
Council of Churches (WCC) has 
proposed a revival of its 
Christian-Marxist dialogue 
programme that was discontented 
two decades ago, a oouocfl official 
«a id 

The initiative by the WCC, 
which includes more than 300 
Protestant, Orthodox and 
Anglican Churches with over 400 
milli on members, will go before 
the council’s Executive 
Committee later this month. 

The Reverend Wesley 
Ariaraiah, a Methodist minister 
from Sri I -«nk« who heads the 
WCCs unit for “dialogue with 
people of firing faiths” said the 
tinrax were right for reviving 
formal international 
Christian-Marxist talks because of 
developments in Eastern Europe 
and several nations in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. 

Specifically be pointed to a 
softening of attitudes toward 
Christian churches by Communist 
authorities in East Germany, 
Hungary and Cuba. 

He also cited die situation of 
churches in Zimbabwe and 
N i c a r a g u a , where 
Marxist-oriented government 
leaders have Christian roots while 
often being at odds with some 
church authorities.. 

He said other nations where 
promotion of dialogue with 
Marxists could be considered 
included the Philippines, 
Ethiopia. Namibia (South West 
Africa), India, Korea , Malaysia 
and “the whole Latin American 
comment.” 

The clergyman said the 
initiative, if carried out, was 
bound to be attacked by 
conservative churchmen who 
accuse file WCC of being sileoton 
Communist persecution of 
Christians. 

Such a programme had 
potential dangers for Marxists as 
well as Christians because 
Communftt representatives who 
took part in a dialogue could risk 
condemnation as “revisionists" by 
haidline colleagues, he added. 


60 bodies recovered from burned-out 
floors of Puerto Rican luxury hotel 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP>— 
Workers searching the 
bumed-out lower floors of a 
luxury beachfront hotel found 
charred bodies of 60 people, but 
officials said more bodies likely 
were hidden by debris and that the 
toll could reach 100 . 

More than 100 others were 
injured in Wednesday’s blaze at 
the 20-storey Dupont Plaza 
Hotel. Tt’s cause was not 
determined immediately, but 
Gov. Rafael Hernandez Colon 
said Thursday an investigation led 
by the UB. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) was focusing 
on arson because of recent labour 
unrest at the hoteL 

Union officials angrily rejected 
any suggestion of a link, between 
the fire the contract dispute 
and offered a $15,000 reward for. 
information about the fire’seause. 

Asked about reports that 
remnants of three incendiary 
devices were found in the hotel. 
Justice Secretary Hector Rivera 
Cruz was quoted Friday assaying, 
‘Tm not denying that ” 

“We have some theory of the 
(cause of file) blast that cannot be 
■released specifically at this 
moment,” the New York Daily 
News quoted Mr. Rivera Cruz as 
saying. 

Hotel guests toki news agencies 
that there had been bomb threats 
at the hotel bouts before die fire. 

Officials said 60 bodies, most 
charred beyond recognition, were 
found by tee time tee search was 
suspended late Thursday. 
Authorities said corpses were 
being taken to the San Juan 
Medical Centre. 

Forensic experts said they 
expected to mad more' bodies 
Friday as they begin lifting debris 
from the floor of the casino. 

‘’Up to now what we have done 
is just pick up the bodies on the 
surface,” said Edwin Medina of 


tee medical centre’s Forensic 
Medical Institute. 

. A team of three forensic 
im the UB. Armed 
Institute of Pathology 
arrived in the UB. commonwealth 
Thursday to help with the 
investigation. ^ 

Officials did not release a 
casualty list. The 
hotel's registration desk and 
records were damaged by the fire, 
and law enforcement officials kept 
everyone but rescue workers out 
-cf the hotel Thursday. 

Most of the 109 people 
hospitalised were released after 
h ftrng rapa ftyi forsmoke inhalation 
and mmormjuries,said Dr. Caries 
Gomez, chief of staff at the 
medical centre. 

But Danny Velez, a spokesman 
for Hernandez Colon, said 
Thursd^thatl 8 pec^eremained 
hospitalised in critical condition. 

The fire broke out at about 3:30 
pro. Wednesday, 10 minutes after 
. teamsters members employed at 
the hotel ended a meeting in a 
Intel conference room where they 
rejected management's contract 

about 250 of the hoi^^^W 
employees, had said it would 
strike at midnight if a settlement 
were not readied. 

San Juan Mayor Baltazar 
Conada Del Rio said the fire 
started either in the casino on the 
meraanioe floor or in the ballroom 
or boiler room on the ground floor 
direetty below file casino. 

There were explosions, he said, 
but it could not immediately be 
determined if tee explosions 
caused the fire or vice versa. 

Other ytmll fires had broken 
■out at file hotel in recent days as 
the labour trouble dragged on. 

Hernandez Colon said tee 
Dupont Plaza and many other 
Puerto Rican hotels do not have 
fire sprinkler systems. He said he 


would seek regulations malting 
them mandatory in all hotels. 

Some efthosewbo escaped said 

no warning siren sounded when 
the fire broke out- They as”* 
emergency instructions were 
called through bullhorns in 
Spanish, but most of the guests 
were Eugli£i-speakexs from fire 
UB. mainland. 

Many of the survivors were 
moved to nearby hotels or private 
Thft Dupont Plaza said 
it would pay few their flights home 
and for food and lodging through 
Friday. It also gave $100 to each 
family to buy necessities. 

The 423-room hotel, formerly 
part of the Sheraton chain and 
now owned by Hotel Systems 
International of Anaheim, 
California, was booked to capacity 
with 800 guests, said hotel 
spokesman Rissic Licha. 

Hernandez Colon said 
arson was suspected because the 
union dispute had become very 
tense, different threats had been 
made’’ and word was that 
“something was going to happen 
and something ted happen very 
8000. 

He said authorities “don’t 
believe that political terrorism is 
involved in fins matter at all. If 
there isa criminal responsibility, it 
win be related to the union 
problem.” 

Hotel representatives noted 
that one union negotiator was 
Jorge Farinacci, linked by the FBI 
to the mfihant Puerto Rican 
group called the 


Farmacdi criticised what be 
called “tee campaign against the 
union” as “irresponsible.” 

“We have heard that soeme of 
our workers may be among the 
dead. To say that the union would 
do that is to say that tee union is 
crazy,” Farinacci told the 
Associated Press. 


Rebels reject Kabul’s call for ceasefire 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Communist leader NajibuQah’s 
most ambitious appeal for an end 
to Afghanistan's eight-year-old 
guerrilla war has been dismissed 
out of hand by' the 
Western-backed rebels. 

La a speech made public 
Thursday night, NajibuOah called 
for open contacts with the 
guerrillas and the formation of a 
coalition government and 
announced a temporary ceasefire 
from Jan. 15. 

The official Kabul Radio 
quoted him as saying 
“opposition" leaden coaid take 
part in elections to a National 
Assembly and make suggestions 
for a new constitution now being 
drawn up. 

He specifically included 
monarchists and members of 
former gavemments in bis call for 
reconciliation, made to the 
policy-making Central 
Committee of his ruling 
Communist Party. 

Najibnllah added, however, 
that national reconciliation was 
aimed at developing the “gains of 
the revolution,” a reference to the 
Communist takeover of April 
1978, and at strengthening 
Afghanistan’s ties with the 
Kremlin. 

The UB. State Departmentsaid 
in Washington it did not have any 
immediate comment on the 
announcement. 

But a spokesman for tee 
Mujahideen rebels in the 
north-west Pakistani city ’of 
Peshawar dismissed tee: 
as a fraud and said Najif 
could not be trusted. 

“The Mujahideen reject it,’ 


Mo hammad . Nabi Mn hammndi 

current spokesman for the main 
aliianrp of seven Pakistan -based 
guerrilla groups, told reporters. 

A spokesman for the 
Hezb-I-lslami guerrilla group of 
Manlvi Yanis Khan said a cceptin g 
the ceasefire would amount to 
recognising the Kabul 
government, which is backed by a 
Soviet military force estimated by 
Western espertsat some 1 15,000. 

- The rebels have responded to 
Najibullah’s recent calls for 
“national reconciliation” by 
reiterating their refusal to share 
any government with Communists 
and demands for the immediate 
withdrawal of Soviet troops. 

The ceasefire announcement 
followed several conciliatory 
gestures by Soviet leader Mikhafi 
Gorbachev on Afghanistan, and a 
burst of diplomatic activity. 

It came six days after the 
seventh anniversary of the Soviet 
intervention and some three 
weeks after NajibuUah - led a 
top-level delegation to Moscow, 
where he announced plans to form 
a government of “national unity” 

The former secret police chief 
told the Central Committee 
plenum, which Western diplomats 
Si'id was believed held on 
Tuesday, that a special 
co c-nission would be set up to 
provide work and shelter for 

Somefive uulfion Afghans have 
fled tee fighting, some three 
million of teem to neighbouring 
Pakistan. 

He said it would not be possible 
to implement the ceasefire 
everywhere at once, and warned 
that if the rebels continued 


shooting, they would be met with 
an a pprop ria te response. 

It would be followed by an 
amnesty and guarantee of 
non-prosecution for former 
political act ivity . 

He said the Kabul authorities 
were currently negotiating with 
417 “armed bands” and called for 
contacts with prominent figures of 
the former government and 
Islamic parties. 

“At the present stage, die 
creation of a national unity 
gove rnm ent with the participation 
of these groups is possible,” he 
was quoted as saying. 

And he told his government’s 
opponents: “To those who have 
not realised the need for dialogue 
with us yet, I want to repeat the 
proverb: Do not cut off the hand 
extended to you." 

Meanwhile rebel sources 
claimed Thursday guerrillas in 
Afghanistan shot down 206 Soviet 
and Afghan government aircraft 
in 1986. 

Another 36 aircraft and 
helicopters were destroyed on the 
ground during the year, according 
to resistance sources in Peshawar, 
near the border with Afghanistan 
about 160 kilometres north west 
of Islamabad. 

Of the 206 aircraft shot down, 
19 pBots parachuted to safety, 
while 48 Soviet pilots and 139 
Afghan pilots were killed, the 
sources said. 

SAM-7 surface-to-air missiles, 
British-made Blowpipe missiles 
and long-range field and other 
anti-aircraft guns were used to 
downthe aircraft, the Mujahideen 
guerrilla sources said. 


New Year starts with appeals for peace, cooperation 


NEW YORK (AP)— As the New 
Year began, appeals from world 
leaders for peace and cooperation 
were tempered with dire warnings 
of strife and famine. 

In her New Year speech 
Thursday, Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Bnmdtiand 
urged an end to the arms race. 

“The arms race is tee biggest 
dilemma of our time, based on 
distrust and struggle for power 
and influence, and it takes place at 
enormous costs. Arms stocks 
not only in East and 
West, but also in tee Third 
World," she said. 

Austrian Chancellor '.Franz 
Vranitzky criticised the 
superpowers in bis New Year’s 
address for “exercising influence 
in other countries,” in an apparent 
allusion to fire Soviet presence in 
Afghanistan and the XJ.S. 
jgn against Nicaragua’s 
ista government 
Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev and UB. President 
Ronald Reagan both vowed cm 
New Yeafs Eve to work to reduce 
the threat of nudear war. 

UN. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar set the agenda 
for 1987 by prodaimitig ft tee 
International Year of Shelter Em 
tee Homeless. 

He said the problem threatens 
everyone and appealed to 
vernments, international 
bodies and tee private 
sector to join in giving “the 
necessary priority” to sheltering 
the homeless. 


Pope John Paul II said 
Thursday he hopes 1987 will be a 
year in which mankin d overcomes 
its feviswo® and “every heart 
searches for peace." 

Some African leaders seemed 
.to look toward 1987 with 
trepidation. 

President Ah Hassan Mwinyi of 
Tanzania, of the poorest nations in 
file world, warned his people cm 
New Year's Day to expect more 
hardships because of econ o mic 
reforms and austerity measures. 

In Mozambique, President 
Joaquim Oriasano said in his New 
Year’s message that South Africa 
has used the anti-Marxist 
guerrillas “as an instrument of 
aggression against our country” 
and is the major cause of a 
threatened famine. 

And in Chad, President 
Hisscne Habre’s New Year’s 
speech to the nation stressed the 
lade of adequate and ■ ap prop ria te 
material and logi&itk 
fighters trying to fend off ] 
troops in fire northern TfoestL 
region. 

White-dominated South Africa 
experienced violence on New 
Year’s Dty, as did other troubled 
spots of 1086 such as Lebanon and 
Northern Ireland. 

In Great Britain, New Year 
celebrations turned to violence 
early Thursday as celebrants 
dashed wife police, injuring 43 
officers. 

And m New York City, violarce 
followed what police described as 


a relatively safe Times Square 
holiday bash for about 300,000 
revelers. 

Some people ushered in die 
New Year with music. An 
estimated 400 uuQkm people 
worldwide watched die Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra in a New 
Year’s concert under the baton of 
one cf the great maestros, Herbert 
Von Karajan. 

For others, the revehy was 
more rambunctious and 


In Italy, the Interior Ministry 
said fireworks killed one person 
and injured 549. More than 1,100 
people in the Philippines wen 
reported injured by firecrackers 
or bullets as a result of street 
celebrations. 

hi Japan, bells chimed to ward, 
off evil as thousands of people 
ended the Year of the Tiger and 
ushered in tbe Year of the Rabbit 
by fiockmg to shrines and temples 
to pray for health, success and 
prosperity. 

West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl had trouble shaking 
the dust of 1986. The ARD 
television network mistakenly 
broadcast a year-old New Year’s 
address Wednesdty night. Kohl's 
government demanded— and got 
- an apology. 

Reminders of Romans* 
celebrations littered the streets on 
New Year’s Day. 

Empy wine bottles bobbed in 
fountams and street deaxneis wife 
straw brooms swept up broken 
glass and bits of broken frmritnr e, 


the residue of an Italian custom 
that calls for throwing old 
furniture and appliances out 
windows and off balconies when 
the New Year arrives. 

New Year celebrations turned 
to violence in parts of Britain early 
Thursday as celebrants dashed 
with police, injuring a total of 43 
officers. 

Scotland Yard said 50 people 
were taken to hospilaL 195 were 
treated at the scene for minor 
injuries and mine than 150 were 
arrested, mostly tot public order 
offences including drunkenness 
and assault 

But in London’^ Trafalgar 
Square, the traditional venue for 
New Yearrevels, po l ice s a i d it was 
one of the quietest celebrations in 
memory, with about 50,000 
people singing and cheering- 

The most serious date was in 
Lsacoln, in the English mxflands, 
where police said 300 youths 
stormed through the centre of 
town throwing bricks, bottles, 
rocks and corns at about 150 
police. Police said 23 officers were 
injured, 35 shops damaged and 27 
people arrested on a variety of 
charges. 

In Gloucester, police said 13 
officers were hurt when drunken 
celebrants buried bricks and 
bottles durmg a ramapage. 

la Newport PuneQ, about 128 
kflometres norm of London, 
police said 10 officers were 
injured when more than 250 
revellers threw bottles and other 
missfles at pofice- 



EttonJohn 
to undergo surgery 


SYDNEY, Australia ( AP)— Rock 
singer Efron John wffl uoddgo 
throat surgery next week and has 
cancelled all 1987 per forman ces, 
ins publicist said Friday. The 
singer had throat problems on bn 
recent tour of Australia. Qoae 
friend and promoter Patti Mostyn 
said fiie 39-year-old singer vffl 
check into a. private hospital in 
Sydney on Monday for 
“exploratory” surgery. She told 
the Associated Press that John, 
who has been plagued by throat 
problems for the past 15 months, 
will be hospitafised for most of tee 
week and has been told be won’t 
be able to speak for at a few days. 
John, relaxing in Western 
Australia after a month-long tour 
down imder, told reporters: “I am 
just very relieved that something 
positive is being done at last / 5 
Mostyn said John had seen four 
specialists in the past but that his 
throat problem was never 


16-year-oid 
undergoes 
abortion after 
court battle 


CALGARY, Alberta (AP)— A. 
teen-ager m her 19th week of 
pregnancy underwent an abortioa 
after Alberta’s coprt of appeals 
threw out an injunction obtained 
by her Mormon parents. “That 
was probably the hardest thing PI 
ever have to do but Tm gfad I ted ft. 
and I hope it will make thfopi 
easier for other teen-agers who 
have the same problem” the 
16-year-old girl from Mecficme 
Hat, Alberta, said m a telephone 
interview Friday. She said tee 
underwent the abortion at Calguy 
General Hospital. A court order 
blocked file use of the giifs name 
because of her age. Three 
members of the Alberta court of 
appeal deliberated for about an 
hour before deckling the gjri was 
mentally capable of making the 
decision to have an a b o rtion. 

FVencbmandies 
after New Year 
mugging In New York 

NEW YORK (R)— A 71-year-oJd 
French tourist died after being 
mugged ten m mates after seemg 
in the New Year in Tunes Square, 
police said. Thty said two or finee 
men knocked Jean Casse, of 
Toulouse, to file ground a few 
Mocks from fiie traditional centre 
of New Year revelry in New York 
before fleeing wife his wallet 
Casse later died in hospital About 
300,000 people gathered in Times 
Square and 34 arrests were made 
in the area on charges including 
robbery, criminal weapons 
possession and assault. 

Dutch premier 
catches thief 


ROTTERDAM (R) — Dutch 
Prime Minister Rood Lubbers 
spent New Year’s Eve chasing 
thieves through the streets of this 
pent city after they broke into bis 
wife’s car to steal a radio, a polke 
spokesman said. It was the second 
tone during the year that Lubbers 
had been involved in such an 
incident. Police said neighbours 
told Lubbers that two people who 
had broken into tee car were 
nearby. The prime minister and 
has son jumped into the car and 
chased the man and woman, who 
escaped onto a tram. The fugitives 
stepped off shortly afterwards and 
—ibbeis, his son, and a conductor 
held the man in a tram shelter aatfl 
the police came. The woman got 
away.OnOct.l3,Lnbbersandhis 
family assisted tbe police in a 
similar incident. 

Hfrohito greets 
well-wishers 


TOKYO (R)~ Japan's Emperor 
Hirohito offered New Year’s 
greetings to crowds ol 
weO-wishers in one of two public 
appearances he makes at the 


Imperial Palace each year. Some 
70,000 people streamed in for five 
appearances by the 
emperor ana members of his 
immediate family, police said 
Empress Nagaka appeared onfy 

the aim ctfsm aide. Thonsa^ oJ 
rcd-and-white Japanese 
fluttered together as the 
crowds- waved and cheered 
‘Tesmo Banzai" (long live the 
emperor). The 85 -year-old 
emperor looked in good health 
strong as he stepped on to tee 
palace balcony and waved at the 
crowd from behind buflet-pioof 
glass. “Hippy New Year, ft h 
wonderfolto see yon all lookiugsc 
wefl. I hope fins year wffl abo b< 
good," 




